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Dedication  of  Ludlow  Memorial 

A  tablet  to  Roger  Ludlow,  Fairfield’s  founder,  was 
erected  on  the  Ludlow  home- lot  on  September  28. 
Participants  in  the  dedication  ceremonies  were 
(left  to  right)  First  Selectman  John  Ferguson  who 
accepted  the  memorial  in  the  name  of  the  town, 
Mrs.  Edward  Furniss  Wheeler,  (Frances  Eliot 
Stevenson)  who  unveiled  the  tablet,  and  R.  V. 
Coleman  and  Professor  Joseph  W,  Roe,  direct 
descendants  of  Roger  Ludlow  who  spoke  on  the 
career  of  their  distinguished  forebear. 
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FOREWORD 


Time  has  a  way  of  effacing  from  memory  many  of  the 
important  events  which  take  place  in  a  community. 
So  this  booklet  is  prepared  with  the  hope  that  it  may,  in  years 
to  come,  call  to  mind  the  notable  year  of  1939. 

In  1935,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Annie  Burr  Jen¬ 
nings,  our  town  joined  with  all  of  Connecticut  in  a  glorious 
celebration  of  its  Three  Hundredth  Anniversary.  When  Fair¬ 
field’s  birthday  arrived  we  again  assumed  an  atmosphere  of 
historical  retrospect.  With  Mr.  William  O.  Burr  as  Chairman 
of  the  Tercentenary  Committee  the  entire  town  became  a  His¬ 
tory  Class,  —  adding  many  interesting  Chapters  to  the  Annals 
of  Three  Hundred  Years. 

In  the  autumn  our  observance  took  on  a  commemorative 
character,  for  in  July  an  irreparable  loss  came  to  us  in  the  death 
of  our  Honorary  Chairman,  Miss  Jennings.  This  little  volume 
is  dedicated  to  her  memory.  Her  place  among  us  can  not  be 
filled,  but  we  believe  that  every  “noble  life  leaves  the  fibre  of  it 
interwoven  forever  in  the  work  of  the  World.’’ 

Historical  Publications  Committee 
Elizabeth  L.  Child,  Chairman 
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Note :  The  cover  design  for  this  book 
shoivs  the  Fairfield  Town  House, 
restored  in  1  936,  where  Tercentenary 
meetings  were  held  and  plans  for  the 
celebration  discussed.  This  sketch  and 
those  of  the  Powder  House  and  Sun 
Tavern  and  the  map  of  Routes  to  Fair- 
field  were  drawn  by  George  L.  Carlson, 
a  member  of  the  Advertising  and 
Printing  Committee. 


Note;  the  Secretary’ s  book,  contain¬ 
ing  the  notices  and  minutes  of  all 
regular  and  special  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  Meetings,  a  Summary  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  Minutes,  and  a  copy  of  all 
Tercentenary  printed  matter  and  cor¬ 
respondence  is  on  file  in  the  Tercen¬ 
tenary  Records  at  the  Fairfield 
Historical  Society. 
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more  suitable  site  of  the  Pequot  Monument  erected  to  commemorate  the  Great 
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field.  These  plans  were  tabled  at  a  Town  Meeting. 


Chairman  ot  the 

1  'airfield  Tercentenary  Committee 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN 


The  function  of  any  municipal  anniversary  is  necessarily 
threefold.  It  must  observe  adequately  the  anniversary 
itself;  it  must  recall  the  sequence  of  events  which  lead  up  to  it; 
and  it  must  chronicle  the  celebration  for  the  future. 

With  this  in  mind,  the  Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee 
commenced  work  early  in  1938,  in  preparation  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year  which  marked  the  300th  Anniversary  of  the  town’s 
founding.  The  program  was  arranged  to  include  a  series  of 
events  which  would  review  the  three  centuries  of  Fairfield’s 
existence  for  her  sons  and  daughters  of  today.  It  culminates  in 
the  publication  of  this  book,  a  lasting  record  of  the  occasion. 

Fairfield’s  Tercentenary  observance  has  been  a  municipal 
celebration  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  All  her  citizens  par¬ 
ticipated.  From  the  smallest  school  child  who  took  part  in  the 
historic  pageant  to  the  oldest  inhabitants  who  attended  it  and 
the  various  other  functions,  from  descendants  of  the  immigrants 
of  300  years  ago  who  compiled  genealogical  charts  for  future 
generations,  to  the  newer  immigrants  who  donned  the  costumes 
of  their  native  lands  to  dance  on  the  Green  on  Fairfield  Day, 
the  townsfolk  have  made  this  their  celebration. 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  as  chairman  of  the  year’s  program, 
to  extend  individual  thanks  to  all  to  whom  thanks  are  due.  I 
offer  a  special  word  of  appreciation  to  members  of  the  Tercen¬ 
tenary  Executive  Committee,  sub-committee  chairmen  and  mem¬ 
bers,  town  officials,  and  all  the  others  who  played  active  part 
in  the  various  events  of  the  year.  And  I  offer  an  equal  measure 
of  gratitude  to  those  who  supported  the  Tercentenary  program 
by  attendance  at  the  various  functions,  more  fully  outlined  in 
the  pages- which  follow.  In  brief,  I  thank  the  people  of  Fair- 
field  for  the  wholehearted  way  in  which  they  enabled  their 
Committee  to  make  the  Tercentenary  of  the  town  as  inspiring 
and  successful  a  celebration  as  three  centuries  of  proud  history 
require  that  it  should  have  been. 

William  O.  Burr, 
Chairman 
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RESOLVED:  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Fair- 
field  Tercentenary  Committee,  regret  the  passing 
of  our  Honorary  Chairman 


Annie  Burr  Jennings 

We  recall,  with  distinct  pleasure,  that  the 
Connecticut  Tercentenary  Celebration  in  1935  was 
carried  through  so  successfully  mainly  because  of  her 
inspiration.  When  the  time  came  to  form  a  Commit¬ 
tee  to  arrange  for  Fairfield’s  own  Tercentenary  Miss 
Jennings  was  the  unanimous  choice  for  Honorary 
Chairman.  We  were  cognizant  at  all  times  of  her 
interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  History  of  the 
Town  of  Fairfield,  and  on  this,  our  Three  Hundredth 
Birthday,  we  were  aided  for  many  months  by  her 
whole  hearted  participation  in  the  plans  and  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  Celebration.  We  felt  her  loss  most 
keenly  when  such  plans  had  to  be  completed  without 
her  able  assistance. 

RESOLVED:  That  we  do  here  express  this  simple 
tribute  to  her  memory,  and  direct  that  it  be  entered 
upon  the  records  of  this  Committee,  and  that  a  copy 
be  sent  to  the  members  of  her  family. 


Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee 

Oct.  9,  1939 
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The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Fairfield  Tercentenary  deeply  regret  the 
sudden  passing  of  their  friend  and  fellow-member, 
Miss  Loretta  Brundige  Perry.  Her  loss  to  the  Com¬ 
munity,  in  this  year  when  we  would  celebrate  the 
Anniversary  of  Fairfield’s  founding,  is  indeed  un¬ 
fortunate  and  deeply  regretted  by  all. 

Miss  Perry,  born  February  19,  1872  in  the 
Perry  Homestead  situated  on  the  East  bank  of  Mill 
River  at  the  head  of  Old  Mill  Road  in  Mill  Plain, 
was  the  daughter  of  Burr  and  Kate  Peet  Perry. 

It  was  perfectly  natural  that  a  daughter  of  Kate 
Peet  Perry  should  become  interested  in  the  history  of 
Fairfield’s  old  families,  for  to  Mrs.  Perry  we  are 
indebted  for  her  book  entitled  "Old  Burying  Ground 
of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,"  an  authentic  and  pain¬ 
staking  description  of  the  inscriptions  found  on  the 
old  stone  markers  in  the  earliest  Colonial  Burying 
Ground  southeast  of  the  Town  Hall,  and  her  descrip¬ 
tion  of  "Colonial  Houses"  as  found  in  Hurd’s  "His¬ 
tory  of  Fairfield  County."  Inspired  by  her  mother’s 
zeal,  Miss  Perry  spent  hours  of  research  and  study  in 
establishing  the  genealogical  trees  of  many  of  the  early 
Fairfield  families.  Her  efforts  had  also  resulted  in 
her  acquiring  an  unsurpassed  knowledge  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Town  of  Fairfield. 

Miss  Perry  will  always  be  remembered  for  her 
quiet,  unassuming  manner,  her  readiness  at  all  times 
to  graciously  assist  those  seeking  historical  informa¬ 
tion,  her  willingness  to  share  her  knowledge  without 
stint  or  price,  and  her  devotedness  to  her  Church  and 
to  her  Community. 

We  do  now  express  in  humble  gratitude  our 
deepest  respect  for  our  friend  and  townswoman, 

Loretta  Brundige  Perry 
and  direct  that  this  brief  memorial  be  entered  upon 
the  records  of  this  Committee  and  that  a  copy  be 
sent  to  her  family. 

Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee 

January  24,  1939. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


The  initial  meeting  to  discuss  the  Fairfield  Tercentenary 
Celebration  was  held  informally  on  June  30,  1938  at 
the  home  of  Miss  Annie  Burr  Jennings.  Those  invited  were 
the  Chairmen  of  the  several  Committees  who  had  served  during 
Connecticut's  Tercentenary  in  1935,  members  of  the  Civic 
Committee  of  the  Fairfield  Garden  Club,  and  First  Selectman 
John  Ferguson  and  Mrs.  Ferguson. 

It  was  the  sense  of  this  gathering  that  an  item  be  inserted 
in  the  warning  for  the  next  Town  Meeting  to  consider  and  act 
on  the  proposition  of  holding  a  Tercentenary  Celebration  in 
Fairfield  during  the  year  1939.  A  Committee  consisting  of 
William  O.  Burr,  Chairman,  Arthur  M.  Marsh,  Samuel  Glover, 
and  Andrew  S.  Huntington  was  delegated  to  bring  this  matter 
before  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Following  action  taken  at  the  Town  Meeting  held  on  July 
1  1  the  Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee  was  duly  organized 
at  a  meeting  held  on  August  30,  1938.  The  Committee  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  three  selectmen,  John  Ferguson,  Joseph  Youhouse, 
and  Stephen  Jennings;  Mrs.  Frederick  A.  Burr,  Regent  of  Eunice 
Dennie  Burr  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  Henry  H.  Rcnnell,  representing 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  the  officers  of  the  Fairfield  Ter¬ 
centenary  Corporation,  William  O.  Burr,  Miss  Annie  B.  Jen¬ 
nings,  A.  E.  Lavery,  Arthur  M.  Marsh,  James  T.  Roche,  Sam¬ 
uel  Glover,  and  Andrew  S.  Huntington.  At  this  meeting 
William  O.  Burr  was  elected  Chairman,  Andrew  S.  Huntington, 
Secretary,  Samuel  Glover,  Treasurer,  Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings, 
Honorary  Chairman,  and  James  T.  Roche,  Honorary  Vice- 
Chairman.  The  above,  with  the  addition  later  of  Mrs.  Flugh 
D.  Auchincloss,  Mrs.  Oliver  G.  Jennings,  and  Mrs.  Samuel  H. 
Wheeler  as  Honorary  Vice-Chairmen,  constituted  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Fairfield’s  Tercentenary.  The- various  Commit¬ 
tees  were  discussed,  and  Chairmen  appointed  with  power  to 
select  the  members  of  their  respective  committees.  The  Ter¬ 
centenary  Executive  Committee,  and  the  final  list  of  Commit¬ 
tees,  Committee  Chairmen  and  members  are  given  elsewhere  in 
this  book. 

Mr.  Spelman’s  offer  to  write  the  Pageant  was  accepted 
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with  thanks.  It  was  voted  to  hold  the  final  Celebration  the 
last  week  in  September,  and  to  hold  regular  monthly  meetings 
of  the  Executive  Committee  on  the  second  Monday  of  each 
month  at  the  Town  Hall.  It  was  also  voted  to  have  a  Com¬ 
mittee,  consisting  of  William  O.  Burr  and  Samuel  Glover 
appear  before  the  Board  of  Finance  and  request  the  inclusion  of 
an  appropriation  of  $5,000  in  the  Budget  for  the  year  1  938- 
1939  which  was  to  be  submitted  to  voters  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting. 

Executive  Committee  Meetings  were  held  regularly,  and 
many  details  regarding  the  function  of  each  Committee  were 
discussed  and  approved.  As  soon  as  definite  action  was  taken 
the  various  committees  continued  to  formulate  their  plans  and 
to  bring  them  to  a  happy  conclusion.  The  result  of  each  Com¬ 
mittee’s  plans  is  contained  in  the  Events  of  Fairfield’s  Tercen¬ 
tenary.  The  Report  of  each  Committee  follows. 

Edna  H.  Forsyth,  Andrew  S.  Huntington, 

Asst.  Secretary  Secretary 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 

Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee — June  20lh,  1940. 


Committee 

Appropriation 

Expended 

Balance 

Advertising  and  Printing 

$345.00  + 

$108.00 

$381.87 

$  71.13 

Architectural 

567.00 

537.00 

30.00 

Arts  and  Crafts 

25.00 

18.59 

6.41 

Educational 

91  0.00 

826.93 

83.07 

Genealogical 

50.00 

5.00 

45.00 

Historical 

250.00 

1  50.22 

99.78 

Miscellaneous 

283.09 

News 

50.00 

19.95 

30.05 

Original  1'own  Layout 

250.00 

250.00 

Pamphlets 

1  75.00 

175.00 

Parade 

900.00 

771.44 

128.56 

Religious  Observance 

65.00 

62.54 

2.46 

Secretary' 

31  0.00  + 

$  42.00 

253.58 

98.42 

Speakers 

35.00 

34.85 

.15 

Historical  Publication 

(Estima 

ted)  530.25 

$3,932.00 

$3,875.30 

$1,020.03 

1  50.00 

Unexpen.  206.70  L 

ess  813.33 

$4,082.00 

$4,082.00 

Appropriation  from  State 

1,000.00 

Total 

$5,082.00 

Total  $3,875.30  Total— 

$1,206.70 

June  20,  1  940,  SAMUEL  GLOVER,  Treasurer 


!:  no  id*  •  >  k  lit  !  .  ;:f  r.j  bsl<v.  V  J  *  d  t.  i’.v 


TERCENTENARY  EVENTS 


EXHIBIT 


EXHIBIT 


PAGEANT 


■Early  American  Coins —  March  25 -March  30 

Place — Fairfield  Historical  Society 

Chairman — Harold  Merwin  Sturges 

Loaned  by — The  Chairman  and  Fairfield  residents 


Samplers —  April  10- April  24 

Place — Fairfield  Historical  Society 
Chairman — Mrs.  C.  Virgil  Calvin 
Loaned  by — Fairfield  residents 


-“OUR  STORY"—  June  20,  8  P.  M. 

Place — Gould  Manor  Park 

Written  by — Henry  Beale  Spelman 

Presented  by — Fairfield  Grammar  Schools 

Adapted  by — Elementary  School  Principals 

Chairman — Mrs.  Henry  H.  Rennell 

THEME — Fairfield  During  the  Years  1  639  -  1  939 

EPISODE  I 

The  Pequot  War . Pequot  School 

EPISODE  II 


A  Town  Meeting;  A  Witchcraft  Trial  -  Stratfield  School 

EPISODE  III 

The  Story  of  Nathan  Hale  -  Nathan  Hale  School 

EPISODE  IV 


Washington's  Visits  to  Fairfield  -  Washington  School 

EPISODE  V 


General  and  Mrs.  Silliman  -  Holland  Hill  School 

EPISODE  VI 

Timothy  Dwight  -  Dwight  School 

EPISODE  VII 

Roger  Minott  Sherman  -  Sherman  School 

EPISODE  VIII 


Abraham  Lincoln 


Lincoln  School 


EPISODE  IX 


William  McKinley 

EPISODE  X 


McKinley  School 


World  War  Volunteer  Organizations  -  Grasmere  School 
SONG  -  Columbia,  the  Gem  of  the  Ocean 

PRODUCTION  COMMITTEE — Louisabelle  Lyon,  Julia 
B.  Walker,  Lillian  A.  Williams,  Harriet  Darrow,  Mattie 
M.  Smedlcy,  Mary  E.  Murphy,  Esther  L.  Nielsen,  Harriett 
Tompkins,  Regina  Steucek,  Eleanor  Decker. 

STAGE  COMMITTEE— Fred  Bayers,  Louis  Cecil,  Allan 
Sherman,  Myrtle  Sherman,  Eloise  Stringer,  Helen 
Shanahan,  George  Taylor,  Edith  Tracy,  Ralph  Whittaker. 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE— Alice  A.  Bulkley,  David 
H.  S.  Huntington,  Harold  M.  Sturges,  Ashley  M.  McCul¬ 
lough,  Chairman. 
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This  Pageant  was  produced  entirely  by  local 
people.  All  costumes,  stage  furnishings  and 
settings  were  made  by  the  school  children,  their 
interested  friends,  and  parents.  It  was  filmed 
in  color  as  a  permanent  record  for  future  in¬ 
structional  use. 

INFORMATION  BOOTH —  July,  August,  September 

Erected  on  the  Green  in  front  of  Roger  Minott  Sherman 
School.  Under  the  management  of  the  National  Youth 
Administration,  many  visitors  to  Fairfield  were  welcomed 
and  given  the  information  they  desired  in  an  efficient 
manner. 


EXHIBIT 

EXHIBIT 


EXHIBIT 


EXHIBIT 


■Fans —  August  8-August  24 

Place — Fairfield  Historical  Society 
Chairman— Mrs.  Roger  H.  Bullard 
Eoaned  by — Fairfield  residents 

Portrayal  of  Colonial  Fairfield — 

August,  through  October  1  2 

Place — Roger  Minott  Sherman  School 

Chairman — Educational  Committee 

Collection — Handwork  of  Elementary  School  Pupils 

a.  Models — Colonial  Homes,  Exterior  and  Interior 

b.  Models — Colonial  Historic  Scenes 

c.  Friezes  depicting  Tercentenary  of  Costumes  and 
Fashions 

d.  Friezes  depicting  Tercentenary  of  Transportation, 
Light,  Activities 

c.  Panels  showing  Colonial  Life  in  various  phases 
f.  Notebooks  on  all  Historical  Subjects 

Arts  and  Crafts — -  September  7 - 8-9 

Place — Greenfield  Hill  Grange  Fair 
Chairman— George  H.  Merwin 

Committee — Agnes  Selkirk  Clark,  Henry  B.  Stoddard, 
Mary  Darlington  Taylor 

Collection  — Early  Fairfield  furniture,  clocks,  candlesticks, 
glass,  quilts,  rugs,  books,  etc. 

Complete  list  of  donors  and  articles  on  file  in 
Tercentenary  Records  at  Fairfield  Historical 
Society. 

American  Sporting  Prints  and  Early  American 
Books  on  Sporting  Subjects  Sept.  1  1-Sept.  22 

Place — Fairfield  Historical  Society 
Chairman — John  P.  Holman 
Loaned  by — Books — John  P.  Holman 
Prints — Fairfield  residents 


!}  'Is  ''o  ‘  10  V  '■  l 


TERCENTENARY  WEEK 


PROCLAMATION 

I  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  week 
beginning  September  24th  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-nine  shall  be  set 
aside  as  Tercentenary  Week  by  all  people  of  the  old 
Town  of  Fairfield  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  I 
do  further  exhort  one  and  all  of  you  to  give  thanks 
to  Almighty  God  both  in  your  customary  places  of 
Worship  and  in  your  homes  throughout  each  day  of 
the  week  for  the  wonderful  heritage  bequeathed  us 
by  our  forefathers  these  three  hundred  years  past, 
for  this  land  of  opportunity  and  freedom,  and  for 
this  historical  town  in  which  we  are  privileged  to 
dwell. 

In  token  of  our  appreciation  and  our  desire  to 
fittingly  celebrate  Fairfield's  Tercentenary,  I  hereby 
urge  the  Townspeople  to  support  by  attendance  the 
events  planned  for  Tercentenary  Week,  to  display 
each  day  the  American  flag  at  your  homes  and  places 
of  business,  to  invite  your  friends  to  Fairfield,  and 
to  show  whatever  courtesy  you  can  to  visitors  during 
their  stay  in  Town. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Fairfield,  this  twenty- 
second  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  in  the 
one  hundred  and  sixty-third  year  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States. 

William  O.  Burr 
Chairman 
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Memorial  to  the  Rev.  John  Jones 
Frected  at  Old  Burying  Ground  by 
Miss  Annie  Burr  Jennings,  a  descendant 


Communion  Vessels  ol  Old  Fairfield  Churches  Displayed  at  Fairfield 
Historical  Society  during  Tercentenary  Week.  (1.  to  r.)  Pewter  Plate, 
loaned  by  Federated  Chuich,  Redding;  Silver  1  ankard  by  Peter  Van  Dyck, 
from  United  Church,  Bridgeport;  Silver  Standing  Cup  by  Jeremiah  Dummer, 
from  First  Church,  Fairfield. 


TERCENTENARY  EVENTS 
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UNION  RELIGIOUS  OBSERVANCE 

Sunday,  Sept.  24-3:30  P.  M. 
Place — Roger  Ludlow  High  School 
Chairman — Rev.  David  P.  Hatch 

Churches  Participating — Church  of  the  Assumption, 
Hungarian  Reformed,  Church  of  the  Holy  Family,  St. 
Anthony’s,  St.  Emory’s,  St.  Thomas’s,  St.  Michael’s, 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal,  Trinity  Episcopal,  Stratfield 
Baptist,  Southport  Congregational,  Greenfield  Hill 
Congregational,  First  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational. 


EXHIBIT 


-Ecclesiastical  Silver  and  Pewter 

Sept.  25-October  7 

Place — Fairfield  Historical  Society 

Chairman — Henry  B.  Stoddard 

Eoaned  by — Churches  in  Fairfield,  and  Churches  in  sections 
which  once  were  part  of  Fairfield  and  were 
founded  prior  to  1800 — 

First  Church  of  Christ 
United  Church 
Congregational  Church 
Congregational  Church 
Federated  Church 
Congregational  Church 
Congregational  Church 
Congregational  Church 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
Christ  Episcopal  Church 


Fairfield 
Bridgeport 
Greenfield  Hill 
Greens  Farms 
Redding 
Weston 
Easton 
Saugatuck 
Southport 
Easton 


“OPEN  HOUSE’’— Gould  Homestead— 

Tuesday,  Sept.  26 — 1  -  5  P.  M. 

Hostesses — 

*Mrs.  Katherine  M.  Spalding  -  Mrs.  William  O.  Burr 
Mrs.  Morris  Beers  -  -  Mrs.  John  A.  Forsyth 

Mrs.  Irving  Spalding  -  -  Mrs.  Ethel  Bailey 

Living  Room  arranged  as  in  colonial  days,  and  hos¬ 
tesses  gowned  appropriately. 


RADIO  BROADCAST— Station  WICC—  • 

Thursday,  Sept.  28-2  P.  M. 

Theme — Colonial  Fairfield,  and 

Events  of  Tercentenary  Week 
Given  by — Mary  Darlington  Tay¬ 
lor. 

^Deceased 
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DhDICATION — 'Memorial  'Tablet  to  Roger  Ludlow — 

Thursday,  Sept.  28-4  P.  M. 

Place — Small  park  at  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  new  Post  Road  and  Benson 
Road — originally  the  northerly  end 
of  Ludlow's  ‘home  lott.’ 

Ceremony — Invocation  —  Rev.  David  P. 

Hatch,  First  Church  of  Christ. 

Acceptance  for  Town — First  Selectman  John 
Ferguson. 

Addresses — Henry  C.  Stevenson,  Joseph  W. 

Roe,  and  R.  V.  Coleman  of 
Westport, — direct  descendants  of 
Roger  Ludlow. 

Benediction — 'Rev.  Joseph  H.  Twichell, 
Southport  Congregational 
Church. 

This  tablet,  5',  7”  in  height,  of  slate,  designed  by 
Cameron  Clark,  and  executed  by  H.  P.  Erskine,  gives  a  low 
relief  of  the  Ludlow  Homestead,  and  under  it  wording  recalling 
the  career  of  the  great  Connecticut  law  maker  and  founder  of 
Fairfield.  The  inscription  was  prepared  by  R.  V.  Coleman,  of 
Westport,  direct  descendant  of  Roger  Ludlow,  in  collaboration 
with  John  P.  Holman,  Chairman  of  the  Historical  Committee. 
The  inscription  follows: 

ROGER  LUDLOW 
Father  of  Connecticut,  Author 
of  the  Fundamental  Orders, 

Compiler  of  the  Code  of 
1  650,  Pioneer  in  the 
Development  of  American 
Constitutional  law. 

Founded  Fairfield  and  made  his  home 
here  from  1639  -  1654. 

“OPEN  HOUSE" — Old  Academy— 

Thursday,  Sept.  28 — 2  -  5  P.  M. 

Hostesses — Members  Eunice  Dennie  Burr 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 


TERCENTENARY  EVENTS 
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“OPEN  HOUSES’  —  Sept.  29-2-4  P.  M. 

Hobart  House,  Old  Academy,  Sun  Tavern 

FAIRFIELD  DAY —  September  29-4  P.  M. 

Place — Fairfield  Town  Hall — South  Terrace 
Chairman — Arthur  M.  Marsh 

TERCENTENARY  COMMITTEE  DINNER,  September  29 

Place — Country  Club  of  Fairfield 
Host — Arthur  M.  Marsh 

Concert  in  honor  of  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  E.  Baldwin. 

Marjorie  Nash  Nuhn  -  -  -Soprano 

Jacqueline  Shively  -  Pianist 

Donald  Bundock  -  Baritone 

Alan  Carlisle  Stewart  -  -  Violinist 

Mrs.  John  L.  Shively. 

Director  and  Accompanist 

PARADE —  Saturday,  Sept.  30-1:45  P.  M. 

Line  of  March — Pequot  Yacht  Club,  Southport,  to  Post 

Road,  east  to  Old  Post  Road  to  the 
Town  Green. 

Chairman  — Ned  E.  Ostmark 

Organizations  Participating: 

FIRST  DIVISION— 242nd  Coast  Artillery  Band,  242nd 
Coast  Artillery,  American  Legion-George  A.  Smith  Post, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary,  D.  A.  R.  of  Redding,  Gold’s 
Dragoons. 

SECOND  DIVISION — Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Band. 
Rcdmen,  Polish  Societies,  Black  Rock  Business  Men,  Eagles, 
Odd  Fellows,  St.  Ann’s  Drum  Corps,  Ukrainian  Societies, 
Slovak  Civic  Club. 

THIRD  DIVISION — Firemen's  Drum  Corps,  Fire  Company 
No.  1,  Fire  Company  No.  2,  Land  Craft  Drum  Corps,  Fire 
Company  No.  3,  Fire  Company  No.  4,  Fire  Company  No.  5. 
FOURTH  DIVISION — Singer  Band,  Sons  of  the  American 
Legion,  Girl  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  Sea  Scouts,  Wakeman 
Memorial  Boy’s  Club. 

FIFTH  DIVISION— Roger  Ludlow  High  School  Band, 
Ridgefield  Drum  Corps,  All  School  Children. 

SIXTH  DIVISION  —  Floats  —  Aluminum  Company  of 
America,  Bridgeport-City  Trust  Co.,  C.  A.  ll.-Thaddeus 
Burr  Society,  D.  A.  R. -Eunice  Dennie  Burr  Chapter,  Demo¬ 
cratic  Town  Committee,  Du  Pont,  E.  I.  De  Nemours  U  Co., 
Easton  Grange,  Town  of  Easton,  Fairfield  Community 


* 
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Chest,  Fairfield  County  Hunt  Club,  Fairfield  Historical 
Society,  Fairfield  Lumber  H  Supply  Co.,  First  Church  of 
Christ,  Greenfield  Hill  Garden  Club,  Greenfield  Hill  Grange, 
Greenfield  Hill  Village  Improvement  Society,  C.  O.  Jelliff 
Manufacturing  Corporation,  Kennel  Food  Supply  Co.,  Mer¬ 
curic,  Inc.,  Mill  Plain  Improvement  Society,  Republican 
down  Committee,  Republican  Women’s  Club,  Rotary  Club 
of  Fairfield,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Visiting  Nurse  Association. 


FOLK  DANCING- 


Saturday,  Sept.  30  -  4  P.  M. 
Place — Meadow  west  of  Town  Green 
Chairman — Clifford  L.  Johnson,  assisted  by 
Members  of  Board  of  Recreation. 
Organizations — Swedish  Dancers  (Danslaget 

Filgan) ,  Ukrainian,  Hun¬ 
garian,  German,  and  Lithu¬ 
anian  Dancers,  and  Norden 
Singing  Society  under  direc¬ 
tion  of  Carl  Larson. 


INDIVIDUAL  CHURCH  OBSERVANCES- 


First  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational 


Sunday,  October  1 
1  1  A.  M. 


“ The  Prime  Ancient  Society,  organized  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  meets  to  give  praise  and 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  after  three  centuries  of  Christian  worship  and 
service,  October  the  first  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning.” 

Pastor — Rev.  David  Phillips  Hatch 

Assisting — Rev.  John  H.  Grant — (Pastor,  1923  to  1938) 

Church  Tercentenary  Committee— Rev.  David  P.  Hatch, 


Mrs.  Harold  C.  Bullard 
Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Child 
Mrs.  Frank  B.  Clarke 
*Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings 
Miss  Annie  O.  Morehouse 
*Mrs.  Katherine  Moody  Spalding 


William  O.  Burr 
Mrs.  John  L.  Christie 
Mrs.  T.  Waldo  Grumman 
Mrs.  Leroy  R.  Link 
David  W.  Price 
Roger  P.  Welles 


“Open  House ” — Sherman  Parsonage  3-5  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  David  P.  Hatch  and  Mrs.  Hatch  hosts,  assisted  by: 

Mrs.  George  Plancon  -  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Burr 

Mrs.  Charles  K.  Davis  -  -  Mrs.  George  W.  Lockwood 
Mrs.  William  E.  McKeon  -  -  Mrs.  William  O.  Burr 
Mrs.  T.  Waldo  Grumman  -  Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Child 
*Deceased 
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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES 


Advertising  and  Printing 

'This  Committee  took  charge  of  the  printing  of  stationery, 
folders,  postal  cards,  posters,  signs,  hymn  sheets,  radio  briefs, 
and  programs.  George  L.  Carlson  of  Fairfield  made  the 
attractive  drawings  for  all  the  printed  matter.  The  letterheads 
and  some  of  the  posters  were  printed  in  French  gray  and  deep 
ultramarine  inks.  Deep  ultramarine  was  used  for  the  envelopes. 
The  other  color  combination,  orange  and  black,  was  used  for 
posters  and  programs. 

Robert  Philo  Shelton,  Chairman 
Architectural 

The  Architectural  Committee,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Historical  Committee,  planned  the  Memorial  to  the  founder  of 
Fairfield,  Roger  Ludlow.  The  small  park  given  by  Miss  Annie 
Burr  Jennings  to  the  Town,  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  new  Post  Road  and  Benson  Road,  —  land  formerly  part 
of  Roger  Ludlow’s  ‘home  lott’,  —  was  selected  as  a  suitable 
site  for  the  proposed  memorial.  The  Tablet,  designed  by 
Cameron  Clark  and  executed  by  H.  P.  Erskine,  was  of  slate,  5' 
7”  in  height,  made  in  three  sections,  cemented  together.  The 
design  gave  a  low  relief  of  the  Ludlow  Homestead,  and  under 
it  the  inscription  as  given  in  this  book.  This  Memorial  was 
dedicated  at  an  appropriate  ceremony  on  Thursday  of  Tercen¬ 
tenary  week. 

Cameron  Clark,  Chairman 
Arts  and  Crafts 

The  Exhibit  held  by  this  Committee  at  the  Greenfield  Hill 
Grange  Fair  on  September  7,  8,  and  9  contained  old  glass, 
pewter,  books,  quilts,  rugs,  firearms,  samplers,  clocks,  spinning 
wheel,  furniture,  etc., — articles  too  numerous  to  mention,  many 
of  them  made  in  Fairfield,  and  loaned  by  some  fifty  Fairfield 
families  in  response  to  a  printed  appeal  sent  out  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  A  complete  list  of  the  articles  loaned  and  the  donors  is 
on  file  in  the  Tercentenary  Records  of  the  Fairfield  Historical 
Society. 

George  H.  Merwin,  Chairman 
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Educational 

In  connection  with  Fairfield’s  Tercentenary  Celebration 
the  schools  did  special  work  in  the  fields  of  music,  art,  physical 
education,  history,  social  studies,  and  English.  The  work  in 
these  departments  was  made  the  basis  of  units,  activities,  or 
special  exhibitions.  Two  or  more  departments  integrated  their 
work  so  that  the  outcome  was  a  more  unified  whole. 

A  complete  exhibition,  with  all  schools  participating,  was 
held  in  Sherman  School.  At  that  exhibition  Early  Fairfield 
Life  and  Customs,  Industry,  History,  Institutions,  Architecture, 
Government,  Transportation,  Inhabitants,  Education,  Land¬ 
marks,  and  Maps  were  reproduced, — the  handwork  of  the  school 
children. 

In  addition  a  town-wide  Pageant  of  the  History  of  the 
Community  was  presented.  This  pageant  was  filmed  in  color 
as  a  permanent  record. 

The  complete  detailed  report  is  on  file  in  the  Tercentenary 
Records  of  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society.  The  Film  is  stored 
in  the  Film  Vault  of  the  Roger  Ludlow  High  School. 

A.  M.  McCullough,  Chairman 

Finance 

The  function  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  to  prepare 
and  control  the  budget  of  all  expenses  for  the  Tercentenary 
Celebration.  The  chairman  of  each  sub-committee  was  required 
to  submit  an  itemized  list  of  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  activi¬ 
ties  to  be  conducted  by  such  committee,  and  these  sub-budgets 
were  then  checked  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  reduced 
wherever  possible  in  an  effort  to  keep  the  total  expense  down  to 
approximately  $4,000.  The  budget  as  finally  adopted  amount¬ 
ed  to  $4,082.00. 

This  budget  (less  $200  previously  appropriated  by  the 
Board  of  Finance  to  cover  preliminary  expenses)  was  presented 
to  and  approved  by  the  Town’s  Board  of  Finance  and  was 
thereafter  presented  for  approval  at  a  T  own  Meeting  held  on 
May  15,  1939,  at  which  the  following  resolution  was  duly 
adopted: 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Town  of  Fairfield  appropriate  a  sum 

not  to  exceed  Three  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Eighty-two  Dollars 

($3,882)  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  proposed  celebration  to 

commemorate  the  3  00th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Town 
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of  Fairfield  (such  celebration  to  be  known  as  the  Fairfield  Tercent- 
ary  Celebration)  as  planned  by  the  JOINT  COMMITTEE  FOR 
THE  TERCENTENARY  CELEBRATION  which  was  created 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  Special  Town  Meeting  duly 
warned  and  held  on  July  1  1,  1938;  disbursements  chargeable  to 
this  appropriation  to  be  made  by  the  appropriate  Town  officers 
only  against  vouchers  duly  verified  by  not  less  than  two  persons  to 
be  designated  for  that  purpose  by  said,  Joint  Committee. 

Subsequently,  the  State  Legislature  generously  appropri¬ 
ated  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  the  Town  to  assist  in  defraying  the 
cost  of  the  Tercentenary  Celebration.  No  increase  in  the  budget 
was  made  on  this  account.  The  State’s  appropriation  was 
applied  as  a  direct  saving  to  the  Town  on  the  existing  budget. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  actual  results  varied  somewhat 
from  the  original  budgetary  estimates,  but  the  variations  were 
all  on  the  right  side.  The  total  actual  expense  to  date,  June 
20th,  1940  (as  shown  by  the  Treasurer’s  report)  has  amounted 
to  $3,875.30  ^'representing  a  saving  of  $206.70  on  the  budget¬ 
ary  figure.  After  crediting  the  $1,000  appropriated  by  the 
State,  the  actual  cost  to  the  town  of  the  Tercentenary  Celebra¬ 
tion  including  the  estimate  was  $3,875.30. 

The  Finance  Committee  desires  to  express  its  appreciation 
to  all  committee  chairmen  and  others  who,  by  thrifty  and 
efficient  management  and  the  donation  of  personal  services  and 
materials,  made  it  possible  to  conduct  the  Tercentenary  Cele¬ 
bration  well  within  the  budgetary  limits. 

John  T.  Curtis,  Chairman 

*  It  is  estimated  that  additional  expenses  to  complete  the  project  will  amount 
to  $530.25. 

Genealogical 

In  the  early  Spring  of  1939  I  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
place  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Genealogical  Committee  of  the 
Fairfield  Tercentenary  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  Miss  Loretta 
B.  Perry. 

I  prepared  a  list  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  heads 
of  families  who  settled  in  Fairfield  previous  to  1700.  Genealo¬ 
gical  charts  were  available  at  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society, 
and  eighty  descendants,  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  twenty, 
of  these  original  settlers  filled  in  these  charts  and  placed  them 
on  file  at  the  above  Society.  A  number  were  also  filed  by  adult 
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descendants.  These  charts  are  a  valuable  addition  to  the  town's 
records.  Many  claimed  as  ancestors  several  of  these  first-comers 
to  Fairfield,  and  in  one  case  a  resident  of  the  present  day  traced 
back  to  fifty- two  on  the  prepared  list. 

The  original  plan  was  to  have  a  division  of  these  young 
people  in  the  Parade,  but  this  was  abandoned  as  many  of  them 
were  taking  part  in  other  units. 

Helen  Turney  Sharps,  Chairman 
Historical 

The  Historical  Committee,  as  originally  appointed,  was 
destined  to  cover  historical  activities  only.  But  early  in  the  year 
the  resignation  of  James  T.  Roche  as  Chairman  of  the  Exhi¬ 
bitions  Committee  and  subsequent  merging  of  the  duties  of  the 
latter  group  with  those  of  the  Historical  Committee  widened 
the  field  of  the  Historical  Committee. 

A  program  of  Exhibitions  was  then  planned,  to  be  held 
at  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society  under  the  direction  of  this 
Committee.  In  addition,  persons  particularly  interested  in  the 
subjects  of  the  various  exhibits  were  asked  to  head  the  indi¬ 
vidual  showings. 

The  following  exhibits  were  held  beginning  in 
March  and  ending  in  October: — Early  American  Coins,  Sampl¬ 
ers,  Fans,  American  Sporting  Prints  and  Books,  Ecclesiastical 
Silver  and  Pewter  of  Churches  in  Fairfield,  and  Churches  in 
sections  which  had  once  been  part  of  Fairfield  and  were  founded 
prior  to  1800.  Special  evening  displays  were  held  during  the  Sil¬ 
ver  Exhibit.  In  addition-  there  was  a  private  showing  to  which 
all  Tercentenary  officials,  Historical  Society  members,  and  per¬ 
sons  in  the  various  co-operating  churches  who  had  helped  to 
arrange  the  loan  of  silver  were  invited. 

The  Historical  Committee  also  co-operated  with  the  Ar¬ 
chitectural  .Committee  in  arranging  the  program  for  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  Memorial  Tablet  to  Roger  Ludlow,  town  founder. 

John  P.  Holman,  Chairman 
Historical  Publications 

The  original  intention  of  this  committee  was  to  prepare 
in  book  form  a  collection  of  old  pamphlets  and  diaries,  but  as 
this  plan  proved  to  be  impracticable,  it  was  decided  to  publish, 
under  direction  of  this  committee,  an  account  of  Tercentenary 
observances. 
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In  the  compilation  of  this  volume  we  are  greatly  indebted 
to  Mrs.  John  A.  Forsyth,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Starr  Taylor 
for  their  assistance. 

Elizabeth  L.  Child,  Chairman 
News 

The  News  Committee  comprised  the  chairman  and  repre- 
sentives  of  the  following  local  newspapers — Fairfield  News, 
Bridgeport  Post,  Telegram,  and  Sunday  Post,  Bridgeport 
Timcs-Star,  Bridgeport  Herald,  and  Westport  Town  Crier. 

All  these  newspapers  received  weekly  releases,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Tercentenary  Year  through  the  final  cele¬ 
bration  in  September.  In  addition,  releases  were  sent  Bridgeport 
Life  and  the  Westporter  Herald.  Feature  stories  also  appeared 
in  the  Fairfield  News  and  the  Bridgeport  Post  and  Sunday  Post. 
An  article  on  the  capture  of  General  Gold  Selleck  Silliman  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolution,  written  by  Alice  Pullman  Longstreth, 
appeared  in  the  November  issue  of  the  Connecticut  Circle.  Ar¬ 
rangements  for  publication  were  made  through  this  Committee. 

Mary  Darlington  Taylor,  Chairman 
Pageant 

This  Committee  co-operated  with  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  in  presenting  the  Pageant,  “Our  Story,’’  written  by 
Henry  Beale  Spelman.  Details  of  the  Pageant  are  given  else¬ 
where  in  this  book  under  Events. 

Marie  T.  Rennell,  Chairman 
Parade 

This  Committee  planned  the  Parade  which  started  at  Pe- 
quot  Yacht  Club  in  Southport  on  Saturday,  September  30th, 
at  1:45  p.  m.  The  parade  proceeded  northly  on  Main  Street, 
Southport,  to  the  Boston  Post  Road,  thence  easterly  to  the  Old 
Post  Road,  thence  southerly  and  easterly  along  the  Old  Post 
Road  to  the  Town  Green  past  the  Reviewing  Stand  in  front  of 
the  Town  Hall.  Major  Paul  Daly  was  Grand  Marshal.  The 
Parade  was  made  up  of  six  divisions, — the  last  division  being 
composed  entirely  of  floats.  Participating  organizations  and 
floats  are  given  under  Events  in  the  preceding  pages  of  this 
book. 


Ned  E.  Ostmark,  Chairman 
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Religious  Observance 

This  Committee  planned  the  Union  Religious  Service  on 
Sunday,  September  24th,  and  suggested  recognition  of  the  Ter¬ 
centenary  by  individual  churches  of  Fairfield  on  Sunday,  Octo¬ 
ber  1st. 

The  Union  Religious  Service  was  held  in  the  Roger  Lud¬ 
low  High  School  Auditorium  on  Sunday,  September  24th  in 
accordance  with  the  Program  and  Transcript  given  in  this  book. 

David  P.  Hatch,  Chairman 

Speakers 

This  Committee  arranged  the  Fairfield  Day  Program  in 
accordance  with  the  Program  and  Transcript  given  in  this  book. 

Arthur  M.  Marsh,  Chairman 


MISCELLANEOUS  CONTRIBUTIONS 

Fundamental  Orders 
January  14,  1939 

The  Fundamental  Orders  uniting  the  three  River  T  owns 
of  Connecticut  were  “voted”  January  14,  1639. 

The  Three  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  this  event  was 
observed  by  a  small  gathering  at  Ludlow  House,  the  home  of 
Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Child. 

The  Governor’s  Proclamation  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Jo¬ 
seph  IT  Twichell,  and  a  brief  address  was  given  by  Professor 
Joseph  W.  Roe,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Roger  Ludlow. 

Rev.  John  Jones  Tablet 

The  Rev.  John  Jones  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  of  Christ,  Fairfield.  A  memorial  to  him  consisting  of 
head  stone  and  ledger  stone  was  designed  and  executed  by  the 
J.  U  R.  Lamb  Company,  New  York.  It  was  erected  by  a 
lineal  descendant,  Miss  Annie  Burr  Jennings,  in  “God’s  Acre,’’ 
(Old  Burying  Ground,  Beach  Road). 


Fairfield’s  Tercentenary  Parade 
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Fairfield  Garden  Club 

Our  main  contribution  to  the  Tercentenary  Celebration 
was  planting  specimen  Yew,  a  Yew  hedge,  and  Myrtle  at  the 
Town  Hall  as  a  Memorial  to  our  dearly  loved  Vice-President, 
Miss  Annie  Burr  Jennings. 

The  Garden  Club  also  gave  their  services  decorating  the 
Town  Hall  on  Fairfield  Day,  and  the  Child  Memorial  Parish 
House  on  two  different  occasions.  The  members  who  served 
on  these  committees  were: 

Mrs.  Maynard  S.  Bird,  President  -  Mrs.  Bradford  Boardman 

Mrs.  George  P.  Brett,  Jr.  Mrs.  Donald  Carpenter 

Mrs.  John  T.  Curtis  -  Mrs.  Tracy  C.  Dickson,  Jr. 

Mrs.  German  Emery . Miss  Florence  R.  Frame 

Mrs.  C.  LeB.  Homer  -  Mrs.  Lawrence  K.  Jennings 

Mrs.  O.  G.  Jennings . Mrs.  William  Lashar 

Mrs.  John  R.  Reyburn . Mrs.  Frank  Shaw 

Mrs.  Clarence  B.  Sturges . Mrs.  William  Watson 

Mrs.  John  Zellers  -------  Junior  Garden  Club 

Edith  W.  R.  Ainsworth,  Chairman 

Fairfield  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  —  No.  69 
April  25,  1939 

Celebration  of  the  10th  Anniversary  of  the  Order  in 

Fairfield,  and  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the  Order  in 

Connecticut. 

Program:  Devotional  Service — First  Church  of  Christ, 

Fairfield 

Supper — Child  Memorial  Parish  House 
Speaker — Bacon  Wakeman,  representing  Ter- 
.  centenary  Committee. 

Tercentenary  Historical  Column 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  proposed  that  a  series  of  Historical 
Articles,  based  upon  papers  read  before  the  Historical  Society 
since  its  inception  thirty-five  years  ago,  be  published  in  the 
“Fairfield  News.”  This  work  was  assigned  to  me  by  the 
Tercentenary  Committee.  These  articles  appeared  weekly  in 
the  “News”  from  March  1st  to  October  1st,  1  939,  inclusive. 

Charlotte  A.  Lacey 
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Tercentenary  Ode  — 

“Fairfield  —  Our  Town’ 

August  22,  1939 

Place  —  Roger  Ludlow  High  School 

Words  and  Music  by  —  Anne  McClure  Heilman 
Presented  by  —  Chorus  of  50  girls  at  Closing 

Program  of  Fairfield  Play¬ 
grounds. 

I 

“Encircled  by  a  crown  of  green  clad  hills, 

Blue  waters  of  the  Sound  lap  at  your  feet; 

Great  towering  elms  and  leafy  oak  trees  spread 

Above  your  cheerful  homes,  give  cool  retreat. 

Chorus 

Oh,  Town  of  Fairfield,  you  have  sheltered  us, 

Within  your  friendly  arms  we  live  each  day, 

The  very  air  about  us  whispers  clear. 

The  story  of  your  founders'  bravery ; 

The  principles  for  which  steadfast  they  stood, 

Their  courage  is  our  heritage,  today; 

We  hope  to  make  you  proud  of  us, 

This  village  we  call  home, 

And  lifting  up  our  voice  in  praise 
To  tell  of  your  renown, 

We’ll  always  keep  you  in  our  hearts, 

Fairfield  —  Our  Town. 

II 

As  we  go  forth  so  eagerly  to  meet 

The  challenge,  which  today  must  bring  each  one, 
We’ll  bravely  strive  to  do  the  best  we  know. 

To  finish  well,  the  task  that  we’ve  begun.” 
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Tercentenary  Stamp  Cachet 
September  24 

The  Fairfield  Philatelic  Society  was  given  authority  by  the 
Tercentenary  Committee  to  conduct  a  Tercentenary  Stamp 
Cachet.  •  Addressed  envelopes  were  cacheted  and  postmarked  on 
September  24th. 

Director — Sidney  Marcuse 

Committee  Members — Milton  B.  Hunt  and  Theron  P. 

Foote. 

Lions  Club  Luncheon  Meeting 
September  26 

Subject — Reminiscenses  of  Early  Fairfield 
Speakers — Benjamin  F.  Bulkley — “Southport  and  Green’s 
Farms.’’ 

William  O.  Burr — “Fairfield  Beach.’’ 

Silver  Exhibit 
September  27,  8-10  P.M. 

Ecclesiastical  and  Historical  Silver  of  Old  Fairfield  and 
her  daughter  towns. 

Private  showing  at  Fairfield  Historical  Society  to  members 
of  Society  and  Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee, 
and  sponsors. 

Guest  of  Honor — Prof.  John  Marshall  Phillips,  Curator  of 

the  Mabel  Brady  Garvan  Collection, 
Yale  University. 

Supper 
September  30 

First  Church  of  Christ,  Fairfield 
Child  Memorial  Parish  House 

Clock 

Fairfield  Town  Hall.  Clock  by  John  Whitear. 

Brass  plate,  placed  on  tail-case  clock  at  entrance  of  Town  Hall 

Automobile  Markers 
Designed  and  made  by  Mr.  Clinton  Weaver. 
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SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24,  1939 
3:30  P.  M. 


UNION  RELIGIOUS  OBSERVANCE 

Roger  Ludlow  High  School  Auditorium 

“America  the  Beautiful"  -  Materna 

INVOCATION  -  The  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Twichell 

Psalm . The  Rev.  Melvin  G.  Hatcher 

ANTHEM — “The  Heavens  Are  Telling"  -  Haydn 

(From  the  Oratorio  of  the  Creation) 

LESSON  -  The  Rev.  Austin  J.  Maciejewski 

PRAYER . The  Rev.  George  A.  Wilson 

Anthem — “O  Gladsome  Light"  -  -  -  -  Sullivan 

(From  the  Oratorio  of  the  Golden  Legend) 

Introduction  of  the  Speaker  -  The  Rev.  David  P.  Hatch 
ADDRESS — “Our  Religious  Liberties" 

The  Rev.  John  C.  Schroeder,  D.  D. 
Benediction  -  The  Rev.  William  J.  Blake 

“AMERICA"  -  Harmonia  Angelicana 

Choir  Director  -  -  Mrs.  Edna  Cogswell  Otis 

Accompanist  -  Miss  M.  Louise  Miller 

GREETINGS 
William  O.  Burr 

Chairman ,  Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee 

This  service  is  the  beginning  of  a  week’s  celebration  of  the 
history  of  three  hundred  years  of  our  town.  The  committee 
thought  it  meet  and  proper  that  we  show  our  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  peace  and  bounty  we  have  enjoyed  in 
Fairfield  by  appointing  a  committee  on  religious  observance. 
The  Rev.  David  P.  Hatch,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Fairfield,  as  chairman  of  that  committee  will  now  take  charge 
of  this  service. 

INVOCATION  -  The  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Twichell 

Almighty  and  eternal  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  with 
humble  hearts  we  ash  for  the  presence  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit  in  this 
service  of  commemoration  and  thanksgiving.  Thou  art  the 
giver  of  all  good,  and  for  Thine  innumerable  loving  kindnesses 
and  tender  mercies,  which  all  down  through  the  years  have 
preserved  and  enriched  our  beloved  land,  we  praise  and  bless 
and  magnify  Thy  Holy  Name.  We  beseech  Thee  help  us  to 
show  forth  the  gratitude  of  our  hearts  by  our  willingness  to 
uphold  and  cherish  those  ways  of  the  spirit  which  make  for 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men,  and  unto  Thee  shall 
be  the  glory  forever  and  ever,  Amen. 
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PRAYER  -  -  The  Rev.  George  A.  Wilson 

Oh,  God  of  our  fathers,  we  offer  unto  Thee  our  heartfelt 
thanks  and  praise  for  all  Thy  mercies  to  our  nation  and  more 
particularly  for  the  town  of  Fairfield,  for  the  devoted  lives  of 
rulers  .and  law  givers  that  have  made  us  a  free  people,  for  de¬ 
liverance  from  the  craft  and  power  of  foreign  foes  and  for  the 
glory  and  responsibility  of  self-government. 

We  praise  Thee,  Oh  God,  for  the  gifts  of  honesty,  courage 
and  patience,  and  for  the  gifts  of  wisdom,  clearness  of  thought 
and  freedom  of  speech,  which  have  ennobled  our  corporate  life. 
We  praise  Thee  that  so  many  have  been  willing  to  spend  them¬ 
selves  in  disinterested  service,  who  by  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
their  office  have  interpreted  and  given  effect  to  the  will  of  the 
people. 

We  beseech  Thee  to  hear  us  for  our  President,  for  those 
who  bear  the  high  office  of  state,  and  for  all  who  strive  to  pre¬ 
serve  and  establish  good  will  amongst  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
for  those  who  labor  to  create  a  true  fellowship  in  industry  and 
trade.  We  beseech  Thee  to  hear  us  for  our  Selectmen,  all  who 
share  in  the  ordering  of  this  town,  that  they  he  imbued  with 
intelligence  and  sympathy,  imagination  and  daring  to  vindicate 
their  high  calling,  to  demonstrate  the  work  of  Thy  will.  Flear 
us  that  there  may  never  be  want  of  Christians  ready  to  under¬ 
take  the  work  of  local  government  as  a  vocation  and  the  minis¬ 
try,  whose  mutual  service  may  unite  all  classes  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  in  the  fulfillment  of  Thy  Divine  Purpose. 

Guide,  protect  and  hearten  all  who  work  for  their  living 
in  the  field,  on  the  sea  and  in  the  mines;  at  the  furnace,  in  the 
work  shops  and  in  the  factory;  those  who  work  in  office  and 
warehouse  and  shop;  those  who  keep  house  and  those  who 
have  the  care  of  Thy  little  ones. 

We  beseech  Thee  to  hear  us  that  Thou  will  inspire  and 
control  all  labors  of  heart  and  brain;  the  manager’s  discretion, 
the  doctor’s  skill,  the  nurse's  patience,  the  lawyer’s  discernment, 
the  scientist's  quest,  the  writer’s  wit,  the  artist’s  power,  the 
teacher's,  appreciation  and  the  pastor's  care. 

Hear  us  finally,  Oh  Lord  God,  for  all  who  suffer  by  sick¬ 
ness,  poverty  or  bewilderment;  for  all  who  are  wronged  and  are 
oppressed;  for  all  who  are  underworked  or  underpaid;  for  the 
homeless;  for  those  who  can  find  no  work;  for  prisoners  and 
outcasts;  for  the  victims  of  degrading  lust,  intemperance  and 
self-indulgence.  And,  Oh  God,  prepare  us  that  we,  Thy  child¬ 
ren,  may  be  ready  to  enter  into  the  glorious  realization  of  those 
desires  which  Thou  hast  implanted  in  our  hearts  by  the  spirit 
of  Thy  gracious  Son,  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


'  V  J 
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Introduction  of  the  Speaker 

The  Rev.  David  P.  Hatch 

I  count  it  a  very  gracious  privilege  accorded  me  by  the 
Committee  on  Religious  Observance  to  welcome  at  this  time  on 
your  behalf  as  speaker  this  afternoon  at  the  opening  of  our  Ter¬ 
centenary  observances  Dr.  John  C.  Schroeder,  Professor  at  Yale 
Divinity  School.  Dr.  Schroeder  was  given  as  a  general  theme 
"Our  Religious  Observances,"  and  I  assure  Dr.  Schroeder  that 
we  accord  him  full  liberty  in  dealing  with  that  subject  as  he 
chooses.  Dr.  Schroeder. 

ADDRESS — "Our  Religious  Liberties" 

The  Rev.  John  C.  Schroeder,  D.D. 

All  measurements  of  time  are  relative.  The  horror  in 
which  the  world  has  been  living  since  the  second  of  September 
seems  like  an  awful  and  terrifying  millenium.  Yet  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  in  the  established  life  of  a  community  like  this  seem 
but  a  short  time  in  long  reaches  of  history.  Whatever  man 
thinks  of  his  governments  or  of  his  empires,  if  he  thinks  of  them 
against  the  background  of  history,  he  realizes  always  how 
mutable  his  life  is.  "All  our  days  are  as  grass."  "A  thousand 
years  in  Thy  sight  are  but  as  yesterday  when  it  is  passed,  and 
as  a  watch  in  the  night." 

St.  Augustine  once  said,  "If  you  do  not  ask  me  what  time 
is,  I  know.  If  you  ask  me,  I  do  not  know."  Yet  as  human 
communities  go,  as  existent  cultures  and  traditions  among  men 
go,  three  hundred  years  is  a  long  time.  The  governments  of  men 
do  not  last  long,  and  in  contrast  to  other  empires  and  other 
established  traditions  three  centuries  is  a  long  time.  The  history 
of  a  community  like  this  over  these  three  hundred  years  has 
been  an  authentic  continuity.  Within  this  space  people  have 
been  born;  they  have  lived;  they  have  died.  Yet  they  have 
passed  their  days  within  a  tradition  that  has  been  both  consist¬ 
ent  and  abiding.  The  memory  of  all  these  people  who  have  so 
lived  and  so  given  their  life  to  this  community  must  for  us  be 
a  hallowed  thing,  a  gracious  and  a  true  remembrance. 

We  do  right  in  a  celebration  like  this  to  turn  back  to  them 
with  gratitude  in  our  own  hearts  and  with  hallowed  remem¬ 
brance  upon  our  own  lips.  After  all,  having  become  in  the 
providence  of  time  a  part  of  a  communty  like  this,  a  part  of  this 
tradition,  it  becomes  our  problem  to  keep  it  so.  You  and  I  have 
to  be  so  careful  lest,  whenever  we  contrast  our  lot  with  that  of 
people  in  other  nations  and  in  other  communities,  we  become 
complacent.  We  become  so  sure  of  our  tradition;  it  has  come  to 
us  so  easily  with  no  effort  upon  our  parts  that  we  arc  liable  to 
take  all  this  for  granted.  In  this  community  for  three  hundred 
years  people  have  lived  their  days  in  peace.  May  it  continue  to 
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be  so.  Here  for  three  hundred  years  people  have  lived  their  lives 
in  tolerance  of  one  another.  May  that  continue  to  be  true.  Here 
people  have  been  able  to  find  their  own  ways  in  freedom.  May 
that  continue  to  be  a  fact.  Here  men  and  women  have  been 
enabled  to  seek  the  truth  as  they  saw  it,  to  find  out  of  the  free¬ 
dom  in  which  they  were  reared,  their  own  answer  to  life. 

Let  Liberty  and  Tolerance  be  Preserved 

This  after  all  is  your  problem,  and  it  is  mine  as  well;  and 
it  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  continue,  even  though  it  has  existed 
for  three  hundred  years.  For  this  is  an  indisputable  fact  for  us 
— the  heritage  of  liberty  and  of  tolerance  in  which  you  and  I 
live  our  days  is  real.  It  is  something  to  be  cherished,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  it  can  never  be  easily  taken  for  granted. 

I  would  for  a  while  talk  with  you  about  the  people  from 
whom  this  tradition  came.  We  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  those 
who  founded  this  community  with  a  high  regard  for  freedom 
and  with  some  understanding  of  what  religious  liberty  means. 

Now,  it  is  an  amazing  thing,  as  I  think  about  it,  that  this 
tradition  of  religious  liberty  should  have  come  from  people 
whom  history  has  called  Puritans.  You  and  I,  as  we  think 
about  the  Puritans,  if  we  do  so  superficially,  will  surely  think 
that  these  people  after  all  were  dour;  that  they  were  sour;  they 
were  bigoted;  they  were  joyless;  they  were  unctuous  hyprocrites, 
who  had  no  joy  or  beauty  or  urbanity  in  their  lives. 

It  is  true  they  were  hard  working;  it  is  true  they  were 
intense  in  their  belief.  It  is  true  that  they  were  thrifty.  Yet  by 
some  miracle  these  same  Puritans  with  all  of  these  unlikable 
and  unwelcome  characteristics  came  to  these  shores  to  found 
communities  in  which  religious  liberty  was  real. 

How  can  that  possibly  have  come  about?  How  did  it  happen 
that  out  of  the  lives  of  people  like  this  there  should  have  been 
born  a  tradition  in  which  religious  liberty  was  a  real  thing? 
Well,  it  may  be  that  you  and  I  do  not  understand  what  kind  of 
people  they  were  that  this  should  have  been  so. 

“What  is  a  Puritan 

A  few  years  ago  the  late  Stuart  Sherman  wrote  a  brilliant 
essay  called  “What  is  a  Puritan,"  in  which  he  adduced  a  great 
deal  of  material  which  helps  us  very  much  to  understand  the 
Puritan  and  perhaps  to  know  why  it  is  that  you  and  I  should 
live  in  a  tradition  of  religious  liberty. 

Of  course,  what  is  most  evident  about  the  Puritan  is  that 
he  was  a  sincere  man,  a  person  of  utter  sincerity.  It  would  be 
possible  to  adduce  thousands  of  illustrations  that  this  was  char¬ 
acteristic  of  his  mind,  his  thinking  and  his  living.  I  take  only 
one.  A  certain  William  Prynne,  a  Puritan,  who  lived  in  Eng¬ 
land,  having  been  put  into  jail  because  of  his  convictions,  never- 


LCJ  d  UuL  U u  jy.,  f nad  /  i  bui  ,1 


28 


UNION  RELIGIOUS  OBSERVANCE 


thelcss  would  not  give  them  up.  So  there  were  branded  upon 
his  cheeks  the  letters  “SL,"  which  stood  for  seditious  libeller. 
When  Prynne  was  finally  released,  he  said  that  those  letters 
stood  for  the  words,  "Stigmata  Laudis — marks  of  praise. 
And  the  time  came  one  day — so  sincere  and  adamant  was  he 
in  his  opinions — that  he  helped  to  take  off  the  head  of  Arch¬ 
bishop  Laud,  who  had  had  the  letters  branded  upon  his  cheeks. 
Any  man  who  did  that  can  at  least  not  be  accused  of  insincerity. 

These  people  were  harsh  and  intolerant,  it  is  said;  they 
were  bigoted.  As  we  think  of  the  Puritans,  we  think  of  the 
hanging  of  twenty  poor  old  women  in  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
as  witches.  Yet  as  we  contrast  the  Puritans  with  other  people 
of  that  day,  one  is  bound  to  remember  that,  horrible  though  the 
hangings  may  have  been  in  Salem,  the  frenzy  lasted  but  a  year. 
In  contrast  in  Europe  and  in  South  America  at  the  same  time 
the  people  of  those  lands  put  more  than  a  hundred  thousand 
people  to  death  as  witches,  hanging  them,  burning  them,  tor¬ 
turing  them.  The  persecution  lasted  for  more  than  a  hundred 
years.  One  wonders  whether  if  it  is  fair  to  call  these  Puritans, 
when  one  judges  them  against  the  background  of  their  time, 
harsh  or  intolerant. 

The  Puritans  Enjoyed  Life 

But  it  is  said  they  put  duty  before  pleasure,  and  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  true  that  they  did.  But  that  does  not  mean  that  the  Puri¬ 
tans  did  not  enjoy  life.  Such  people,  of  course,  are  never  popu¬ 
lar  with  those  who  put  pleasure  before  duty,  but  you  and  I 
understand,  nevertheless,  that  the  working  world  and  the  bear¬ 
ing  of  its  burdens  come  from  those  who  have  a  sense  of  respons¬ 
ibility  and  know  the  meaning  of  duty. 

As  for  pleasure  the  Puritans  we  say  did  not  know  what 
pleasure  was.  Well,  in  part  the  Puritans  would  have  shocked 
some  of  us  by  their  behavior.  Do  you  remember  in  Pilgrim's 
Progress  when  Christian's  wife  set  out  for  her  salvation,  she 
suddenly  remembered  and  stopped,  and  sent  one  of  the  children 
back  for  a  bottle  of  liquor?  They  presumably  had  some  idea  of 
what  pleasure  is. 

John  Robinson,  who  was  pastor  of  the  flock  which  came 
over  on  the  Mayflower,  once  said,  “Abstinence  from  marriage 
is  no  more  a  virtue  than  abstinence  from  wine.  Both  marriage 
and  wine  are  of  God  and  good  in  themselves." 

You  say  the  Puritans  had  no  love  of  pleasure  or  of  beauti¬ 
ful  things.  After  Shakespeare  there  was  John  Milton,  who 
stands  second  in  the  ranks  of  English  literature.  Milton  not 
only  loved  beauty,  as  'the  cadence  of  his  poetry  reveals,  but 
Milton  also  knew  something  about  those  who  were  responsible 
for  the  life  of  the  state.  Milton  classified  citizens  of  a  commun¬ 
ity  in  order  of  merit  in  this  way.  First  he  put  those  who  make 
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the  social  existence  of  the  citizen  just  and  holy,  and  second  he 
put  those  who  make  the  social  life  of  the  citizen  splendid  and 
beautiful. 

If  you  and  I  for  a  moment  believe  that  the  Puritans  had 
no  love  of  exquisite  things,  all  we  have  still  to  do  is  to  travel 
about  New  England,  and  see  meeting  houses,  whose  beauty 
rises  to  the  sky  in  the  praise  of  God. 

You  say  this  harsh  Puritan  had  no  tenderness.  During  the 
first  terrible  year  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  it  was  two 
very  masculine  men,  Miles  Standish  and  Brewster,  who  nursed 
the  sick  with  the  care  of  a  woman. 

You  say  'there  was  no  thrilling  excitement  in  the  life  of 
the  Puritans.  Well,  after  all  it  was  these  people  who  killed  their 
king;  who  overthrew  the  throne  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury;  who  came  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  a  boat  so  small 
that  even  the  most  daring  of  us  would  not  trust  our  lives  in  one 
to  go  fishing  in  the  Housatonic. 

You  and  I  are  a  movie-bred  generation.  We  say  that  in 
order  to  have  excitement  in  life  there  ought  at  least  to  be  a 
triangle  in  every  household.  Yet  every  Puritan  husband  knew 
that  his  rival  was  one  who  constantly  claimed  the  love  and 
affection  of  his  wife,  a  jealous  rival,  the  Lord  God  Jehovah. 
Him  his  wife  could  never  forget — a  much  more  ardent  com¬ 
petitor  for  the  love  of  his  wife  than  any  contemporary  movie 
idol  could  possibly  be  for  any  woman. 

Romance  in  Puritan  Days 

You  say  that  these  people  who  were  bigots  had  no  charm. 
Well,  we  generally  think  of  Cotton  Mather  as  the  most  bigoted 
of  them  all.  Cotton  Mather  was  married  three  times,  and  be¬ 
tween  wife  number  two  and  wife  number  three,  when  he  was 
forty  yars  old,  he  received  a  proposal  of  marriage  from  a  girl  of 
twenty,  who  all  admitted  was  the  wittiest  and  the  prettiest  girl 
in  the  colony.  It  can  hardly  be  said  that  that  man  had  no 
charm. 

If  you  feel  that  these  people  had  no  charm  in  their  lives, 
may  I  read  you  a  letter  from  John  Winthrop  to  his  wife,  after 
they  had  been  married  eleven  years.  Those  of  you  who  have 
been  married  eleven  years  might  well  take  this  deeply  to  heart 
as  an  example  of  as  lovely  and  gracious  a  message  as  any  hus¬ 
band  could  write  to  his  wife. 

“Sweetheart,  I  was  unwillingly  hindered  from  com¬ 
ing  to  thee,  nor  am  I  like  to  see  thee  before  the  last  day 
of  this  week.  Therefore,  I  shall  want  a  band  or  two 
and  some  cuffs.  I  pray  thee  send  me  six  or  seven  leaves 
of  tobacco,  dry  and  powdered. 

“Have  care  of  thyself  this  cold  weather,  and  speak  to 
the  folks  to  keep  the  goats  well  out  of  the  garden. 
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“If  any  letters  come  for  me,  send  them  by  this  bearer. 
I  will  troubel  thee  no  further.  The  Lord  bless  and  keep 
thee,  my  sweet  wife,  and  all  our  family,  and  send  us  a 
comfortable  meeting. 

“So  I  kiss  thee  and  love  thee  ever,  and  rest 


No  charm  in  people  like  that? 


Thy  faithful  husband, 

John  Winthrop/ 


Or  you  say  they  were  bigots  who  had  narrow  minds,  and 
yet  these  same  Puritans  were  characterized  by  the  fact  that  they 
trusted  their  reason,  and  they  trusted  implicitly  the  integrity  of 
the  mind.  This  same  Cotton  Mather,  whom  you  and  I  are 
wont  to  scorn  as  a  bigot,  was  made,  I  remind  you,  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Scientific  Society.  He  was  the  man  who  introduced 
into  this  country  inoculations  or  vaccinations  for  small  pox  in 
a  day  when  that  was  a  brave,  daring,  scientific  thing  to  do.  So 
intrepid  was  Cotton  Mather  in  his  trust  in  this  new  medical 
discovery  that  a  bomb  was  thrown  into  his  home,  because  he 
insisted  that  all  people  ought  to  have  their  children  vaccinated 
against  the  pox. 

This  same  John  Robinson,  the  pastor  of  the  Mayflower 
flock,  once  said,  “Our  Lord  Christ  calls  himself  truth,  not 
custom." 

Therefore,  if  one  looks  for  the  characteristics  of  these 
Puritans,  he  is  bound  to  recognize  certain  things;  that  they  had 
a  dissatisfaction  with  the  past;  that  they  had  the  courage  to 
break  with  the  past;  that  they  understood  the  meaning  of  a 
vision  for  a  better  life;  that  they  had  the  readiness  to  accept 
discipline  in  order  to  achieve  this  life,  and  that  there  was  among 
them  a  serious  desire  to  make  this  good  life  prevail.  One  has 
the  feeling  as  he  reads  their  record,  that  by  and  large  they  were 
better  men  than  we. 


Are  we  tolerant  or  indifferent  ? 

Here,  then,  is  the  problem.  Their  very  history  reveals  the 
nature  of  the  meaning  of  the  problem  of  religious  liberty.  How 
can  you  produce  men  of  such  intense  convictions,  men  who  be¬ 
lieve  something  so  deeply  that  actually  they  are  committed  to  it? 
Men  who  believe  something  so  deeply  that  they  will  not  waiver 
compromise,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  be  men  of  tolerance? 
That  after  all  is  the  crux  of  this  problem  of  religious  liberty. 
You  see  your  difficulty  is  that  we  have  so  few  people  of  great 
and  enduring  conviction. 

Yet  we  are  inclined  at  times  to  pride  ourselves  upon  our 
tolerance,  and  yet  our  tolerance  is  hardly  tolerance.  What  we 
mean  by  tolerance  are  beliefs  that  mean  so  little  to  us  that, 
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therefore,  we  do  not  care  when  someone  disagrees  with  us.  That 
is  not  tolerance.  It  is  not  tolerance  not  to  care  about  a  convic¬ 
tion.  It  is  not  tolerance  simply  to  be  indifferent  to  belief.  The 
problem  of  religious  liberty  is  to  have  those  who  believe  deeply 
and  yet'  to  have  religious  liberty. 

Now,  this  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  do.  There  have  been 
many  times  in  the  world's  history  when  you  have  had  people 
of  intense  belief.  The  bigots,  the  fanatics,  the  inquisitors  in  the 
world’s  history  are  indices  of  the  fact  that  at  various  times  there 
have  been  people  of  belief.  How  at  the  same  time  can  there  be 
people  of  belief  and  yet  with  tolerance? 

If  you  look  upon  these  Puritans  who  finally  gave  us  our 
religious  liberty,  you  will  find  surprisingly  enough,  whether  or 
not  you  agree  with  these  people,  that  the  intensity  of  their  belief 
virtually  produced  an  ideal  of  religious  liberty,  because  even 
though  they  did  believe  intensely,  they  always  had  respect  for 
individuals.  It  is  that  which  finally  produces  religious  liberty; 
it  is  that  which  produces  democracy,  in  which  alone  religious 
liberty  is  possible. 

Now,  you  and  I,  when  we  are  describing  democracy,  think 
of  democracy  as  being  the  will  of  the  majority,  which  is  not 
democracy  at  all.  We  must  always  make  that  clear.  If  democ¬ 
racy  really  were  the  will  of  the  majority,  then  it  would  not 
long  survive,  because  the  majority  is  always  wrong.  In  history 
if  the  government  of  people  depended  upon  the  will  of  the 
majority,  then  man  would  go  to  destruction,  because  the  major¬ 
ity  is  always  wrong.  That  does  not  mean  that  if  you  belong 
to  *a  minority,  you  are  sure  that  you  are  right.  But  it  does 
mean  that  if  you  are  in  a  minority,  the  chances  are  better  of 
your  being  right  than  if  you  belong  to  a  majority. 

Democracy  a  respect  for  Minority 

Democracy  is  a  respect  for  the  minority.  This  you  see  is 
the  very  basis  of  any  ideal  of  religious  liberty.  The  Puritans 
had  intense  convictions,  but  they  always  respected  individuals, 
and  because  they  did,  the  time  came  when  they  knew  that  they 
had  to  cease  to  be  intolerant,  simply  because  individuals  had  to 
be  respected. 

Now,  you  and  I  live  in  a  time  when  this  belief  in  democ¬ 
racy  is  challenged.  Unfortunately  there  are  many  people  in  our 
land  who  feel  that  the  only  way  to  defend  democracy  is  to  fight 
for  it.  But  democracy  will  be  established  not  by  people  fighting 
for  it.  Then  it  will  be  lost.  It  will  be  found  as  people  demon¬ 
strate  it. 

You  and  I  in  our  belief  in  democracy  have  been  challenged 
by  men  in  our  time  who  do  not  believe  in  it.  Yet  it  is  the 
essence  of  belief  in  religious  liberty  that  even  these  people  who 
challenge  our  system  shall  yet  be  allowed  freedom.  It  is  a  very 
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difficult  belief  to  believe  in,  but  this  is  the  belief  that  has  given 
us  the  traditions  we  have  now.  This  is  the  belief  that  enables 
you  and  me  to  live  in  freedom.  It  is  the  belief  that  must  be 
continued,  even  though  the  fascists,  the  bundists,  the  Jew  bait¬ 
ers  and  the  Communists;  even  though  the  Kuhns  and  the  Pelleys 
and  the  General  Mosleys  challenge  it;  even  though  these  people 
say,  “We  have  the  truth,  and  you  must  accept  it  at  your  peril." 
Yet  you  and  I,  if  we  believe  in  religious  liberty,  if  we  believe  in 
democracy,  must  nevertheless  allow  them  freedom  of  speech, 
even  though  we  challenge  to  the  very  basis  the  truth  of  what 
they  say. 

The  Puritans  were  Refugees 

There  is  one  other  thing  that  is  indisputably  a  part  of  this 
tradition  of  religious  freedom.  May  I  point  out  that  these  Puri¬ 
tans  who  gave  it  to  us  were  refugees,  driven  from  their  own 
home  land?  If  you  watch  human  history,  you  will  realize  that 
some  of  the  greatest  contributions  to  history  have  come  from 
refugees — from  the  refugee  Greeks  who  came  into  the  Roman 
Empire  all  the  way  down  to  the  refugee  groups  who  have  given 
vitality  to  the  American  tradition. 

Tolerance — religious  liberty — is  almost  the  hardest  of  the 
virtues  to  practice.  This  is  true  particularly  in  the  realm  of 
religion  where  people  have  intense  faith.  Yet  you  will  have 
religious  liberty  only  when  you  will  be  able  with  your  high 
faith  to  have  respect  for  the  person  whose  faith  challenges  or 
disagrees  with  your  own. 

This,  then,  is  the  tradition  which  has  given  this  community 
three  hundred  years  of  hallowed  life.  It  is  this  tradition  which 
has  made  everything  that  is  sacred  in  the  life  of  this  town  pos¬ 
sible.  This  community  reveres  these  three  hundred  years  because 
of  its  respect  and  reverence  for  the  minorities  who  have  come  to 
dwell  within  it,  through  which  minorities  it  has  had  its  life. 

Your  problem  and  mine — your  task  and  mine  is  that  this 
hallowed  tradition  shall  continue,  because  you  and  I  have  faith, 
and  you  and  I  have  conviction,  and  you  and  I  will  continue  to 
trust  in  the  one  form  of  government  which  deep  in  our  heart 
we  know  will  last,  because  all  other  kinds  that  trust  in  the 
repression  of  groups  within  it  in  the  long  run  must  perish.  This 
is  our  belief;  without  it  we  cannot  live. 

Mr.  HATCH:  However  wrong  the  majority  may  always 
be  I  am  sure  the  majority  here  this  afternoon  is  right  in  express¬ 
ing  gratitude  to  Dr.  Schroeder  for  the  penetrating  appraisal  that 
he  has  brought  to  us. 

May  we  all  rise  and  after  the  pronouncement  of  the  bene¬ 
diction  by  the  Rev.  William  J.  Blake  join  in  the  singing  of 
“America." 
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Benediction  -  -  The  Rev.  William  J.  Blake 

May  the  blessing  of  God,  the  Father,  who  created  us;  of 
God,  the  Son,  who  redeemed  us,  and  God,  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
sanctified  us,  descend  upon  us  today  to  cast  over  our  beautiful 
town  and  our  beautiful  country  a  care,  and  to  keep  us  away 
from  all  the  evil  of  dark  clouds  that  may  be  hovering  over  our 
country  now;  and  grant  that  this  blessing  may  inspire  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  our  country  with  the  thought  that  our  people  do  not 
want  to  become  mixed  in  foreign  conditions  of  any  kind;  they 
do  not  want  our  boys  to  fight  foreign  battles  on  foreign 
grounds.  May  the  Most  Blessed  Trinity  inspire  our  country  that 
our  people  want  nothing  else  but  peace,  and  may  the  blessing 
of  God  and  the  Blessed  Trinity  preserve  us  and  give  us  that 
peace  now  and  forever  more,  Amen. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 
Amen. 

"AMERICA”  -  Harmonia  Angelicana 
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FAIRFIELD  DAY 

South  Terrace,  Fairfield  Town  Hall 

Presiding  Officer . William  O.  Burr 

INVOCATION . The  Rev.  David  P.  Hatch 

Tercentenary  Ode,  by  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Hellmann 

Chorus  of  Fifty 

PAGEANT  SCENES 

Capture  of  Gen.  Gold  Selleck  Silliman 

Holland  Hill  School 

Life  of  The  Rev.  Timothy  Dwight 


Timothy  Dwight  School 
ADDRESS  -  His  Excellency,  Raymond  E.  Baldwin 

Governor  of  Connecticut 

ADDRESS . Honorable  Charles  Seymour 

President  of  Yale  University 

HYMN . “America" 

Benediction  -  The  Rev.  William  J.  Blake 


Instrumental  Music  by  the  High  School  Band 

GREETINGS 
William  O.  Burr 

Chairman,  Fairfield  Tercentenary  Committee 

On  behalf  of  the  Tercentenary  Committee  and  the  people 
of  the  Town  of  Fairfield  I  welcome  Governor  Baldwin  of 
Connecticut  and  President  Seymour  of  Yale  University  and 
other  distinguished  guests. 

Three  hundred  years  ago  Roger  Ludlow  and  four  men. 
whose  names  were  Thomas  Staples,  Thomas  Newton,  Edward 
Jessup,  and  Edmund  Strickland,  left  Hartford  with  their  cattle 
to  make  a  settlement  at  Pequonnock,  now  Bridgeport.  It  was  a 
long  way  to  travel  in  those  days.  There  were  no  roads  to  follow 
nor  any  fences  to  keep  their  cattle  from  straying  off  into  the 
bushes  and  wilderness,  through  which  the  path  led.  When  they 
came  to  Quinnipiac,  now  New  Haven,  where  there  was  already 
a  settlement,  they  expected  to  sell  some  of  their  cattle.  “But," 
Roger  Ludlow  wrote,  “the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  against  us," 
for  they  lost  several  of  their  cattle. 

They  came  to  Pequonnock,  their  destination,  but  for  some 
reason  they  did  not  like  it  there.  So  they  traveled  a  few  miles 
farther  west,  and  came  to  Uncowa,  now  Fairfield.  They 
were  pleased  with  the  land  here  and  began  preparations  for  the 
winter  that  was  soon  coming.  They  were  making  history,  but 
they  did  not  know  it.  They  were  only  interested  in  finding  a 
suitable  place  to  make  a  living. 
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They  arrived  here  in  the  middle  of  September,  1639,  and 
we  are  celebrating  this  week  the  three  hundredth  anniversary 
of  that  event. 

We  will  now  be  led  in  prayer  by  the  Rev.  David  P.  Hatch, 
pastor  of  the  Fairfield  Congregational  Church. 

Invocation  by  Rev.  David  P.  Hatch 

Mr.  HATCH:  Let  us  of  one  accord  invoke  the  presence 
of  God  in  prayer. 

Eternal  God,  whose  spirit  prevails  from  generation  to  gen¬ 
eration,  and  by  virtue  of  whose  presence  in  man’s  life  our  fore¬ 
fathers  in  the  past  have  bravely  sought  that  which  is  brave, 
true  and  abiding,  grant  now  Thy  spirit  to  be  with  us  in  this 
high  and  significant  hour.  May  we  bear  upon  our  hearts  a 
consciousness  of  all  that  is  rich  and  good  in  the  heritage  they 
have  passed  on  to  us. 

Bless  Thou,  we  beseech  Thee,  the  Governor  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth  and  those  who  exercise  authority  with  him.  Bless 
also  him  who  speaks  to  us  on  behalf  of  the  educational  forces 
in  our  state,  one  who  leads  and  guides  the  destiny  of  youth  in 
an  historic  institution,  to  which  our  town  has  contributed  so 
richly  in  the  past. 

We  thank  Thee,  oh  God,  for  those  experiences  of  men  and 
women  in  our  time  that  are  the  more  rich  and  worthy  in  civic 
life,  in  domestic  happiness  and  security  because  of  all  the  well 
won  graces  in  the  lives  of  our  fathers;  and  do  Thou  help  us  so 
to  acquit  ourselves  in  this  time  that  we  may  indeed  be  worthy 
trustees  of  that  which  they  have  given  unto  us.  Through  Jesus 
Christ,  Our  Lord,  Amen. 

Mr.  BURR:  The  spirit  of  our  Tercentenary  was  caught 
by  the  eight  playgrounds  of  the  town  this  summer,  and  influ¬ 
enced  their  handcrafts  and  sports.  When  the  playgrounds 
presented  their  closing  exercises  in  the  Roger  Ludlow  Audi¬ 
torium,  a  song  was  sung  by  fifty  girls  selected  from  all  the 
playgrounds  because  of  the  excellence  of  their  voices. 

The  song  was  entitled  “Fairfield,  Our  Town,”  and  the 
words  and  music  were  composed  by  Mrs.  Hellmann,  wife  of 
the  director  of  our  playgrounds,  Walter  LI.  Hellmann.  Mrs. 
Hellmann  trained  the  chorus,  and  we  thought  it  so  good  that 
it  should  be  on  this  program.  Mr.  Clifford  Seymour  will  be 
at  the  piano. 

( The  Tercentenary  Ode  was  sung  by  a  chorus  of  fifty.) 

Mr.  BURR :  The  Tercentenary  Committee  appointed  a 
committee  on  education.  Dr.  McCullough,  superintendent  of 
Schools,  is  chairman  of  that  committee. 
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Last  October  he  started  the  children  studying  the  history 
of  Fairfield  and  the  times.  The  committee  decided  to  put  on  a 
pageant.  So  they  invited  Mr.  Henry  B.  Spelman  to  write  a  story 
of  Fairfield  with  an  episode  for  each  of  the  schools.  The  Pageant 
was  presented  at  Gould  Manor  Park  last  June,  and  two  of  the 
episodes  have  been  selected  for  this  program. 

The  first  one  is  “The  Capture  of  Gold  Selleck  Silliman’’ 
by  the  Holland  Hill  School  directed  by  Miss  Smedley,  principal. 
You  will  now  listen  to  the  Voice  of  History. 

(The  pageant  episode  of  “ The  Capture  of  Gen.  Gold 
Selleck  Silliman”  was  presented  by  the  Holland  Hill  School.) 

Mr.  BURR:  The  second  episode  is  “The  Life  and  Times 
of  The  Rev.  Timothy  Dwight”  by  the  Greenfield  Hill  School 
directed  by  Mrs.  Walker,  principal.  You  will  now  listen  to 
the  voice  of  Dwight. 

(7  'he  pageant  episode,  “ Life  of  The  Rea.  Timothy 
Dwight”  was  presented  by  the  Dwight  School.) 

Mr.  BURR:  The  Tercentenary  Committee  also  appoint¬ 
ed  a  committee  on  speakers.  Mr.  Arthur  M.  Marsh  is  chairman 
of  that  committee,  and  he  had  all  the  work  and  worry  of  pre¬ 
paring  and  arranging  this  program.  Even  his  vacation  in  Ver¬ 
mont  was  interrupted  many  times  by  letters  and  telephone  calls 
in  regard  to  it.  1  take  pleasure  in  presenting  Mr.  Marsh. 

Miss  Jennings’  Memory  Honored 

Mr.  MARSH:  Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
before  introducing  our  guests  of  the  day,  I  want  to  express  the 
feeling  which  I  am  sure  is  in  the  thought  and  in  the  heart  of 
everyone  here  at  present.  It  is  a  feeling  of  sadness,  of  sorrow 
and  of  regret  that  we  must  observe  this  landmark  in  the  history 
of  the  town  without  the  presence  of  one  who  was  for  many 
years  one  of  its  first  citizens.  Our  assemblage  is  not  complete 
without  that  figure  of  dignity  and  charm,  which  for  so  long 
graced  every  public  meeting  having  to  do  with  the  welfare  or 
progress  of  the  town  of  Fairfield. 

She  was  the  honorary  chairman  of  this  Tercentenary 
Committee.  It  is  a  fine  thing  that  the  Fairfield  Garden  Club 
has  been  able  to  complete  and  install  the  beautiful  planting  on 
the  terrace  and  on  the  north  terrace  in  time  for  the  celebration. 
It  is  done  by  that  club  as  a  tribute  to  her  and  as  a  memorial 
to  her  memory. 

Fairfield  was  very  close  to  her  heart.  It  was  the  first  or 
among  the  first,  of  her  many  and  varied  interests.  The  town 
was  always  in  her  thought.  She  did  many  things  for  Fairfield. 
These  are,  and  will  be  for  a  long  time,  of  value  in  a  material 
sense.  But  far  greater  and  of  more  striking  importance  was  the 
example  which  she  set  of  personal  participation  by  the  applica- 
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tion  of  her  intelligent  interest  to  its  affairs,  by  her  gracious 
hospitality  at  her  home,  many  times  without  number,  by  the 
exercise  of  her  good  judgment  and  her  positive  opinions  in 
relation  to  its  problems. 

Whatever  the  questions,  however  numerous  the  calls  and 
demands  made  upon  her  time,  no  one  has  ever  known  her  to 
evade  or  make  excuses.  She  was  always  ready  to  undertake  the 
work,  be  it  large  or  small.  This  is  unusual  in  any  citizen  of 
whatever  class  or  rank.  Fairfield  is  grateful.  The  loss  will  be 
deeply  felt.  My  words  are  far  from  adequate,  but  it  would  be 
sadly  wrong  to  allow  this  occasion,  the  first  great  public  event 
since  her  death,  to  pass  without  a  tribute  to  her  memory.  With 
profound  sadness  we  must  say  Hail  and  Farewell. 

Governor  Baldwin  is  introduced 

Fairfield  is  having  a  birthday — a  notable  birthday.  Gov. 
Baldwin  has  come  all  the  way  from  Chicago  to  help  us  cele¬ 
brate.  He  is  not  three  hundred  years  old,  but  he  is  getting  nearer 
to  it  every  day,  and  I  presume  that  while  he  was  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  American  Legion,  he  felt  very  nearly  three  hundred 
sometimes  in  the  morning.  As  the  doings  of  those  conventions 
are  reported,  the  experiences  of  those  who  submit  themselves  to 
them  arc  comparable  to  the  hardships  of  the  early  settlers  of 
1639. 

Fairfield  stands  out  for  many  things  and  especially  for  its 
beauty.  When  we  think  of  the  horrors  and  sufferings  which 
men  and  women  are  experiencing  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
world,  we  settle  down  with  even  greater  pleasure  into  the  peace 
and  quiet  and  beautiful  sights  of  our  town. 

Nevertheless  there  is  a  different  side  to  this  picture.  Fair- 
lield  has  also  been  known  for  the  courage  and  sane  patriotism  of 
its  men  and  women.  Our  instinct  and  desire  arc  to  keep  out  of 
war,  but  there  is  a  peace  which  can  be  bought  at  too  high  a 
price.  We  must  be  prepared  to  stand  the  gaff.  I  trust  that  if 
this  country  has  to  make  the  choice  between  war  and  peace 
which  cannot  be  had  with  honor,  our  men  and  women  will  be 
quick  and  ready  to  stand  true  to  those  traditions. 

We  of  Fairfield  County  may  be  proud  of  Governor  Bald¬ 
win,  for  he  is  the  first  governor  to  be  elected  from  this  county 
for  nearly  one  hundred  years,  except  the  two  Lounsburys  from 
Ridgefield,  both  of  whom  were  in  the  last  ' century.  We  who 
are  members  of  the  bar  may  be  proud  of  Governor  Baldwin, 
because  he  stands  as  a  fine  example  of  a  competent  and  upright 
member  of  that  profession.  We  have  had  lawyers  as  governors 
in  some  profusion  in  the  past,  but  for  the  last  forty  years  no 
governor  has  been  a  lawyer,  except  Simeon  Baldwin  and  Marcus 
Holcomb.  Gov.  Baldwin  exemplifies  the  best  traditions  of 
the  law. 
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Lastly,  those  of  us  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  friendship, 
can  also  be  proud  of  that  fact;  and  Gov.  Baldwin  may  himself 
be  proud  to  hold  such  a  place  in  his  profession  and  among  his 
many  friends  that  these  things  can  truthfully  be  said  of  him. 

It  is  an  honor  to  present  you  the  Governor  of  our  state, 
who  will  speak  to  us  on  “Fairfield  and  Connecticut/'  The 
Honorable  Raymond  E.  Baldwin. 

“ Fairfield  and  Connecticut” 

GOVERNOR  Baldwin:  Mr.  Chairman,  distinguished  guests 
and  my  neighbors,  I  am  very  grateful  to  your  kind  chairman 
for  the  friendly,  gracious  things  he  said  about  me.  Fie  remarked 
that  if  those  things  which  he  stated  could  be  truthfully  said 
about  any  man,  it  was  indeed  a  tribute.  I  do  not  think,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  has  any  doubt  himself  about  the  truth,  although 
I  frequently  have  myself. 

He  has  said  that  I  came  to  talk  to  you  today  from  Chicago. 
It  is  true  that  I  have  recently  been  in  Chicago  at  the  American 
Legion  convention,  but  I  would  prefer  to  have  you  believe  that 
I  came  today  from  Stratford,  your  neighbor  on  the  east  for  three 
hundred  years,  and  a  town,  which,  while  it  is  no  longer  coter¬ 
minous  with  yours,  is  still  your  neighbor  and  still  has  within 
its  borders  many,  many  people  who  take  pride  in  Fairfield  and 
who  number  among  the  citizens  of  Fairfield  real,  warm  friends. 
I  am  sure  that  that  situation  has  existed  continuously  for  three 
hundred  years. 

I  was  very  much  pleased  with  these  pageants,  and  I  know 
that  you  all  enjoyed  them  as  much  as  I  did.  I  could  tell  that 
from  your  applause  and  from  your  faces  —  the  faces  of  the 
people  that  I  could  see.  I  think  it  is  a  splendid  thing.  It  is 
grand  to  hear  children  sing,  and  especially,  as  is  not  always  the 
case,  when  you  can  hear  the  words  that  they  are  singing.  Thus 
there  is  combined  that  happy  arrangement  of  lovely  music  and 
grand  poetry  such  as  we  had  in  the  song  they  sang  which  was 
composed  for  this  occasion. 

I  was  also  amused  and  pleased  to  see  that  you  have  young 
men  in  this  town  who  are  microphone  conscious.  They  know 
how  to  handle  one,  and  that  is  a  great  thing,  too,  because  it 
indicates  progress. 

I  know  that  you  enjoyed  the  dancing.  There  must  have 
been  among  other  compensations  of  that  grand,  by-gone  day, 
the  compensation  of  living  in  a  period  when  people  knew  very 
little  about  syncopation,  and  had  never  heard  of  “swing.” 

I  had  forgotten  for  the  moment  that  it  appeared  on  the 
program  what  the  title  of  my  speech  was  to  be,  so  that  if  I  do 
not  stick  strictly  to  the  text,  I  know  that  you  will  forgive  me. 
After  all  lawyers  are  not  expected  really  to  stick  to  any  text. 
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Ludlow  hailed  as  Founder 

Reference  has  been  made  today  to  Roger  Ludlow.  Among 
the  many  citizens  of  this  grand  town  I  think  Roger  Ludlow 
is  one  of  the  most  outstanding.  When  Thomas  Llookcr  and 
others  set  out  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  to  come  into 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Connecticut  River,  Roger  Ludlow  was 
one  of  the  leaders  of  that  band.  The  early  commission  that  was 
given  by  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  to  Thomas  Hooker  and 
others  mentioned  Roger  Ludlow’s  name,  and  it  is  interesting 
in  considering  that  commission  to  recall  that  in  one  part  of  it 
it  distinctly  said:  “Whereas  the  persons  are  not  of  a  mind  as  to 
what  their  government  shall  be,  now,  until  they  do  appoint 
one,  Thomas  Hooker,  Roger  Ludlow  and  others  are  appointed 
a  commission  to  rule  over  them.” 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  that  restless  spirit,  that 
sturdy  character,  Roger  Ludlow,  was  the  man  who  led,  first; 
the  fight  against  the  Indians  that  brought  him  into  this  locality, 
and  later,  the  band  of  people  that  came  down  here  to  settle  and 
make  this  part  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  their  home. 

I  was  interested  in  the  comments  during  the  introductory 
remarks.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Burr  who  mentioned  the  fact  that 
Roger  Ludlow  and  his  followers  were  not  in  God’s  favor,  and 
consequently  they  lost  some  cattle  that  they  intended  to  sell  in 
New  Haven.  I  wonder,  knowing  how  frugal  Yankees  usually 
are,  if  the  price  was  not  good. 

However,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  was  also  amused  by  the  fact 
that  he  arrived  with  his  band  on  the  banks  of  the  Pequonnock 
River,  and  did  not  like  it  as  well  as  Fairfield,  and  with  others 
came  on  here.  I  suppose  there  are  perhaps  some  people  among 
you  today  who  feel  the  same  way  about  Bridgeport  as  Roger 
Ludlow  and  his  band  felt  three  hundred  years  ago.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  said  a  moment  ago  that  I  was  from  Stratford. 
I  can  say  this,  that  were  it  not  for  Stratford  and  Fairfield  there 
could  not  have  been  any  Bridgeport. 

Wrote  Connecticut’s  “ Magna  Charta” 

Another  thing,  it  seems  to  me,  that  is  of  great  interest  to 
lovers  of  liberty  and  freedom  and  those  interested  in  its  history, 
is  the  fact  that  Roger  Ludlow  is  generally  recognized  as  the 
man  who  drew  up  the  Fundamental  Orders  of  Connecticut, 
adopted  in  1639.  He  is,  we  know  from  documentary  sources, 
the  man  who  drew  up  the  Connecticut  Code  of  1  650.  That 
Code  was  the  first  bill  of  rights  of  the  people  of  Connecticut. 
Indeed,  outside  of  Magna  Charta,  it  is  probably  the  first  bill  of 
rights  in  the  world.  If  you  were  to  read  it,  and  I  urge  you  to  go 
to  your  library  and  do  so,  you  would  find  that  almost  all  the 
things  that  are  stated  there  by  Roger  Ludlow  are  contained  in 
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the  first  ten  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution  and  in 
the  bill  of  rights  of  Connecticut  down  to  this  day.  That  is 
a  grand  contribution  for  the  citizens  of  this  town  to  make,  not 
only  to  the  history  of  Connecticut,  but  to  the  history  of  the 
United  States  and  to  the  history  of  the  long  fight  for  individual 
liberty  and  freedom  as  well. 

You  know  that  the  original  colony  of  Connecticut  con¬ 
tained  the  three  towns  of  Windsor,  Wethersfield  and  Hartford, 
and  when  they  adopted  the  Fundamental  Orders  in  1639,  they 
invited  other  colonists  to  join;  and  apparently,  since  Fairfield 
was  an  offshoot  of  the  original  three  colonics  that  settled  in  the 
upper  Connecticut  valley,  they  probably  were  taken  in  right 
away. 

I  was  a  little  bit  amused  to  note  in  this  pageant  a  certain 
remark,  when  they  were  discussing  Yale  College  and  Timothy 
Dwight  and  the  difficulty  that  Yale  College  was  in.  You  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  man  who  came  to  inform  Timothy  Dwight  said 
that  Yale  was  in  dire  needs,  because  the  General  Assembly  had 
failed  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations.  Perhaps  some  of 
you  who  watched  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  are 
thoroughly  convinced  that  it  is  still  up  to  its  old  tricks. 

Some  Ancient  Town  Rules  Recalled 

Having  attended  several  town  meetings  here  in  Fairfield  in 
the  past,  I  was  very  much  amused  to  learn  that  in  1664  a  Town 
Meeting  passed  some  rules  concerning  conduct  in  town  meeting. 
People  were  not  allowed  to  “haw”  and  shout,  and  they  were 
not  allowed  to  expectorate  on  the  floor,  and  they  were  pro¬ 
hibited  from  “talking  long  and  making  unnecessary  language.” 
I  do  not  know  about  some  of  those  items,  but  from  my  own 
personal  observation  of  town  meetings  in  Fairfield  and  town 
meetings  in  other  parts  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  perhaps  it 
might  not  be  a  bad  plan  to  revive  some  of  these  old  rules  and 
regulations. 

While  I  made  mention  a  few  moments  ago  about  the  fact 
that  Stratford  and  Fairfield  had  always  been  very  friendly,  I 
found  out  that  for  ten  years  the  two  towns  were  engaged  in  a 
row  among  themselves  and  with  the  Indians  as  to  just  what 
the  boundary  was.  But  finally  in  1710  they  got  settled,  and 
that  part  of  Fairfield  which  ran  nearest  the  Stratford  town  line 
was  called  Stratfield — -of  course,  a  derivation  from  Stratford 
and  Fairfield.  Probably  the  people  from  Stratford  were  a  little 
bit  ahead,  because  they  got  their  town  name  in  first. 

The  first  pastor  here,  according  to  the  chronicler  that  1 
looked  up  was  one  John  Jones — The  Rev.  John  Jones.  He 
apparently  had  a  splendid  record,  and  was  a  great  spiritual  lead¬ 
er  in  this  community  in  the  early  days.  He  was  succeeded  by  a 
Samuel  Wakeman,  who  came  here  about  the  same  time  as  a  man 
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by  the  name  of  Richard  Burgess.  Richard  Burgess  is  put  down 
as  an  “honest  smithy,’’  and  there,  you  see,  is  the  happy  com¬ 
bination  of  virtue  in  this  town.  Here  was  not  only  a  spiritual 
leader  but  a  mechanic  as  well,  and  it  has  been  that  combination 
down  through  the  years — the  spirituality  of  the  people  and 
their  energy,  their  intelligence  and  mechanical  ability — that  has 
made  Connecticut  a  great  state,  and  that  must,  if  we  are  to 
continue  as  a  great  state,  continue  to  influence  our  life  in  the 
future. 

The  Dignity  of  Labor  is  Upheld 

I  noted  that  every  one  of  the  chroniclers  said  that  it  was 
always  the  custom  in  Fairfield  to  work  long  and  hard,  and  that 
is  an  uncomfortable  philosophy  for  us  to  espouse  in  these  days. 
However,  I  think  we  should  remember  that  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Connecticut  and  of  this  town  there  were  very  few 
white  collars.  We  must  get  back  to  the  proposition  that  after 
all  there  is  dignity  in  labor;  that  there  is  honor  in  labor,  and 
that  skilfull  work  well  done,  on  the  farm  and  in  the  factory,  is 
the  equivalent  of  work  well  done  in  any  other  walk  of  life. 

As  we  go  forward  into  the  future,  inspired  by  the  rich 
traditions,  the  grand  history  of  the  past,  I  think  we  would  do 
well  to  recall  to  mind  the  toast  that  was  passed  around  the  con¬ 
vivial  bowl  in  Fairfield  in  1774.  This  town  was  tremendously 
interested  in  the  Revolution  and  indeed  very,  very  patriotic  and 
very  much  American.  I  think  it  is  still  true,  unless  some  more 
recent  records  have  been  discovered,  that  in  one  of  the  cemeteries 
in  Fairfield — just  one  cemetery — there  arc  more  than  one  hun¬ 
dred  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  buried.  That  is  more  than  are 
buried  in  any  single  cemetery,  I  am  told,  in  any  other  one  place 
in  the  whole  state  of  Connecticut.  That  merely  indicates  that 
Fairfield  sent  a  larger  proportion  of  men  in  relation  to  its  popu¬ 
lation  than  perhaps  any  other  of  the  colonies  in  the  whole 
colony  of  Connecticut.  That  is  a  thing  indeed  to  be  proud  of. 

But  the  toast — I  want  to  come  back  to  that.  It  runs  this 

way. 

“Addition  to  the  Whigs,’’ 

(You  recall  they  were  supporting  the  Revolution.) 

“Subtraction  to  the  Tories, 

“Multiplication  to  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Liberty, 

“And  division  to  the  enemies  of  America. ” 

Isn’t  that  a  grand  toast?  I  think  it  is  a  good  one  for  us  to 
remember  today. 

I  was  happy  to  hear  Mr.  Marsh  pay  a  tribute  to  Miss 
Jennings.  I  want  to  add  a  word  to  that,  and  say  that  not  only 
was  she  a  great  citizen  of  this  town  that  lay  so  close  to  her 
heart,  but  she  also  was  a  great  citizen  of  the  state,  and  will  go 
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down  in  history,  I  think,  as  a  woman  of  firm  mind  and  sturdy 
character  and  generous  spirit,  and  a  grand  person  to  remember. 

And  so  as  temporarily  the  first  citizen  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut — Governor  of  this  grand  little  commonwealth  of 
ours,  I  congratulate  you  on  this  anniversary.  It  is  a  great  thing 
to  be  three  hundred  years  old,  and  to  have  behind  you  such  a 
rich  tradition,  such  a  glorious  past,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
much  enthusiasm,  so  much  energy,  so  much  good  will,  so  much 
promise  for  the  future. 

President  Seymour  is  introduced 

Mr.  MARSH:  Thank  you  very  much,  Governor  Baldwin. 

A  recent  headline  caught  my  eye,  “Yale  Looks  to  Sey¬ 
mour.”  I  thought,  “That’s  natural.”  On  reading  further,  I 
learned  that  this  Seymour  “is  the  real  thing.  He  is  a  prodigy 
for  passing,  kicking  and  running.”  The  half  column  proved 
to  be  devoted  to  an  agile  sophomore  who  plays  football,  but  I 
suppose  there  is  still  a  place  for  the  President  to  fill. 

Some  of  us  have  been  brought  up  to  hold  in  disrepute  the 
French  philosopher,  Voltaire,  but  nevertheless  he  made  one 
remark  which  is  immortal.  It  has  often  been  quoted.  Voltaire 
wrote  to  a  friend,  “I  totally  disagree  with  what  you  say,  but  I 
will  defend  to  the  death  your  right  to  say  it.”  Yale  as  one  of 
the  great  centers  of  learning  stands  for  free  and  untrammeled 
discussion  and  speech,  one  of  our  fundamental  rights.  Its  motto 
“Light  and  Truth”  stands  in  fine  contrast  to  certain  countries, 
where  the  burning  of  books  and  the  suppression  of  research  have 
reached  the  heights  of  intolerance. 

The  relations  between  Yale  and  Fairfield  have  always  been 
intimate.  One  of  its  earliest  graduates  of  the  college  came  from 
Fairfield.  He  was  Joseph  Webb  in  the  class  of  1715.  Flis  father 
was  Joseph  Webb,  a  minister  of  the  church,  naturally  in  those 
days  the  Congregational  Church,  and  one  of  the  first  trustees 
of  the  college. 

Yale  came  to  Greenfield  Academy  to  obtain  the  first  Tim¬ 
othy  Dwight  for  its  president.  It  is  said  that  the  academy  stood 
so  high  and  was  becoming  so  conspicuous  a  rival  that  Yale  had 
to  take  T  imothy  Dwight  as  president  to  avoid  being  eclipsed  by 
the  academy.  However  that  may  be,  Yale  soon  resorted  again 
to  the  academy  for  Jeremiah  Day,  who  succeeded  Timothy 
Dwight  as  president.  President  Woolsey  also  had  Fairfield  con¬ 
nections,  and  the  second  Timothy  Dwight,  although  he  only 
drank  from  the  Fairfield  Parnassus  in  his  earliest  years,  never¬ 
theless  imbibed  enough  so  that  he  also  became  president  of  the 
college.  How  Mr.  Seymour  attained  that  office  without  getting 
his  schooling  here  remains  a  mystery. 

President  Seymour  has  himself  manifested  his  kindly  feel- 
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ing  towards  Fairfield  more  than  once.  In  1936  on  short  notice, 
and  I  am  sure  at  considerable  inconvenience  to  himself,  he  came 
to  Fairfield  and  delivered  the  Fourth  of  July  oration  with  his 
usual  force  and  charm.  Today  he  has  come  to  us  again  at  great 
personal  sacrifice.  This  is  the  opening  week  of  the  university. 
It  is  crowded  with  engagements  and  with  demands  upon  his 
time  and  thought.  Nevertheless  he  is  graciously  present,  and 
will  speak  to  us  on  “Ideals  of  Citizenship.”  It  is  an  honor  and 
a  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Charles  Seymour,  President  of  Yale 
University. 

PRESIDENT  SEYMOUR:  Mr.  Chairman  and  citizens  of 
Fairfield:  Today  we  are  met  together  to  commemorate  proudly 
and  gratefully  three  hundred  years  of  the  life  of  a  Connecticut 
community;  to  do  honor  to  those  who  founded  it  and  those 
others  following  in  their  footsteps  who  have  perpetuated  the 
traditions  of  the  free  citizenship  here  established.  It  is  eminently 
proper  that  we  should  give  thanks  for  the  citizens  this  com¬ 
munity  has  provided  and  for  the  ideals  which  it  has  fostered. 
We  may  profitably  read  of  the  hardships  they  conquered,  the 
disasters  through  which  they  passed;  the  culture  they  created; 
and  contemplate  the  intelligence,  the  individualism,  the  sense  of 
responsibility  which  they  manifested.  It  is  an  example,  for 
which  we  may  well  thank  God,  and  to  which  we  may  grate¬ 
fully  turn  for  guidance,  as  we  find  ourselves  beset  by  troubles 
of  a  different  kind,  but  of  equal  difficulty. 

For  me  personally  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  satisfaction  and 
pride  that  upon  this  occasion  I  am  given  the  opportunity  of 
participating  in  this  commemoration  as  the  representative  of 
Yale  University,  and  may  bring  to  this  community  on  behalf 
of  the  university  our  profound  appreciation  and  warm  con¬ 
gratulations.  We  are  close  to  each  other  geographically,  breathe 
the  same  Connecticut  air;  more  than  that,  ideals  which  that 
Fairfield  citizenry  in  the  past  have  shown  forth  in  their  lives  are 
those  to  which  Yale  is  consecrated.  From  the  very  first  until 
now  there  has  been  this  very  close  personal  relationship,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  and  which  you  have  seen  por¬ 
trayed  upon  the  grassy  Thespian  boards. 

I  have  a  great  admiration — I  may  say  gratitude — for  the 
confidence  that  Fairfield  has  shown  in  Yale,  particularly  after 
the  incident  referred  to  this  afternoon,  the  incident  of  the  Lud¬ 
low  cattle,  for  apparently  this  cattle  found  no  market,  the 
citizens  of  New  Haven  being,  as  the  Governor  suggests,  reason¬ 
ably  tight-fisted.  But  the.  cattle  themselves  developed,  and  since 
that  time  there  has  been  a  rumor  that  they  were  not  strayed; 
that  perhaps  they  were  all  stolen.  Yet  Fairfield  has  continued 
to  send  her  sons  to  Yale. 
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Fairfield  Minister  was  Yale  Founder 

I  cannot  rehearse  all  the  Fairfield  names  which  ring  very 
pleasantly  in  our  ears.  Mr.  Marsh  has  stolen  much  of  the 
records  which  I  had  hoped  to  expound  upon.  But  I  must 
remind  Fairfield  of  its  responsibility  for  the  creation  of  Yale; 
in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Webb,  one  of  the  ten  ministers 
who  gathered  to  establish  the  Collegiate  School  in  1701.  Thus 
we  stem  in  part  at  least,  from  this  community.  Timothy 
Dwight  was  the  greatest  educator  of  his  time.  We  had  to  come 
to  a  place  like  Fairfield  to  find  so  great  a  man. 

Three  quarters  of  a  century  later  was  born  Benjamin  Silli- 
man,  by  the  accident  of  war  and  the  terrible  disaster  which  we 
witnessed  this  afternoon,  not,  indeed,  in  this  place,  but  carrying 
a  name  which  because  of  his  father's  heroism  will  always  be 
cherished  here  and  also  at  Yale.  Three  years  ago  we  built  a 
college  carrying  the  name  of  Timothy  Dwight.  This  year  we 
are  building  a  college  which  bears  the  name  of  Silliman,  which 
reflects  glory  upon  us  and  recalls  memories  to  you.  He  was  a 
great  scientific  educator,  perhaps  the  greatest  in  our  history,  the 
father  of  scientific  studies  in  this  land.  He  was  also  a  great 
citizen  of  the  world,  carrying  abroad  and  to  all  parts  of  this 
country  traits  of  mind,  character  and  personality  which  we  like 
to  regard  as  characteristic  of  Connecticut,  particularly  this  part 
of  Connecticut. 

In  our  own  day  we  have  had  the  closest  of  tics  between 
Fairfield  and  Yale  in  the  person  of  our  beloved  Annie  Burr 
Jennings.  In  her  nature  and  in  her  name  she  combined  tradi¬ 
tional  family  qualities  of  Fairfield;  and  in  her  devoted  loyalty 
to  Yale  she  set  a  standard  for  all  our  graduates.  No  Yale  Com¬ 
mencement  ceremony  could  be  regarded  as  complete  except  it 
were  graced  by  her  presence;  she  sat  in  the  open  football  Bowl 
under  drizzling  rain,  cheering  the  football  team,  win,  lose,  or 
draw;  on  the  baseball  bleachers,  in  her  white  suit  and  blue  scarf, 
hat  trimmed  with  Yale’s  bachelor  buttons,  she  waited  until  the 
last  man  was  out,  whether  the  baseball  game  lasted  nine  or 
fifteen  innings.  We  used  to  say,  “She  is  the  best  Yale  man  for 
the  last  sixty  years.’’  We  have  much  to  thank  Fairfield  for. 

Courage  and  Intelligence  Characterized  Town 

As  I  turn  the  pages  of  town  records  of  her  biographical 
sketches,  I  am  struck  by  certain  salient  characteristics  of  Fair- 
field  citizens.  First  of  all  they  believed  in  the  power  and  im¬ 
portance  of  human  intelligence.  It  was  a  duty  to  train  and 
enrich  the  intellect.  The  problems  of  life  were  to  be  met  with 
weapons  derived  from  reason  and  not  from  emotion.  They 
established  schools  that  their  children  should  learn  to  use  their 
minds,  and  emphasized  constantly  the  essential  need  of  educa- 
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tion  in  democracy.  Through  their  town  meeting  and  with  an 
enlightened  public  opinion  they  were  habituated  to  drafting  a 
plan  before  they  inaugurated  a  policy.  It  was  a  community  of 
high  intelligence. 

It.  is  clear  also  that  these  were  men  and  women  of  strongly 
marked  individuality.  They  felt  themselves  responsible  each  of 
them  to  Almighty  God  for  the  development  of  their  own  in¬ 
dividual  characters,  for  the  salvation  of  their  own  souls,  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  livelihood.  As  one  might  expect,  with  the 
individualism  went  courage,  whether  of  the  physical  sort  neces¬ 
sary  to  meet  the  kind  of  dangers  encountered  or  moral  courage 
that  developed  an  active  sense  of  right  and  wrong  with  the 
determination  to  give  practical  effect  to  one’s  opinions. 

It  was  natural  that  from  such  a  rugged  self-reliance  would 
develop  a  sturdy  loyalty  to  the  principle  of  freedom,  freedom 
of  the  individual,  of  the  locality,  of  the  nation;  and  this  finally 
became,  I  think,  the  salient  characteristic.  It  came  to  be  taken 
for  granted  that  a  man  was  responsible  for  his  life  and  welfare, 
and  as  he  made  his  bed  must  lie  upon  it.  The  world  did  not 
owe  him  a  living;  as  he  labored,  so  he  would  reap.  Conversely, 
if  the  individual  was  expected  to  be  thus  self-reliant,  he  had  the 
right  to  expect  that  others  would  respect  his  independence, 
grant  him  liberty  of  action  and  of  thought,  refrain  from  inter¬ 
ference  even  upon  the  most  benevolent  ground.  These  men 
were  entitled  to  freedom  because  they  were  producers. 

Individual  Liberty  and  Group  Responsibility 

Individual  liberty  of  this  sort  could  never  have  been  main¬ 
tained,  however,  in  any  community,  had  it  not  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  clear  and  compelling  sense  of  group  responsibility. 
As  in  all  social  organizations,  our  forefathers  of  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries  had  to  meet  the  problem  of  reconciling 
the  liberty  of  the  individual  with  the  authority  of  the  group. 
It  was  not  easy  of  solution,  nor  was  the  outcome  speedily 
assured.  The  drastic  codes  of  theocratic  government,  the  hyster¬ 
ical  tyranny  of  public  opinion  as  in  the  days  of  witch  madness 
for  long  periods  threatened  to  extinguish  the  effective  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  personal  freedom  here  as  elsewhere  in  New  England. 
The  problem  was  met  and  was  liquidated  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  those  individuals,  extremely  intelligent,  voluntarily  under¬ 
took  social  obligations  that  made  the  exercise  of  extreme  author¬ 
ity  unnecessary.  For  here  is  a  paradox  of  human  experience 
which  is  worth  remarking;  if  a  man  is  to  retain  his  freedom, 
he  must  not  merely  be  intelligent  and  self-reliant,  he  must  him¬ 
self  limit  that  freedom  by  self-imposed  obligation  to  the  group 
of  which  he  is  one. 

Today  we  face  this  problem  of  liberty  and  authority  in 
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its  most  acute  form.  In  Europe  the  Gordian  knot  has  not  been 
untied;  it  has  been  ruthlessly  severed.  In  nineteenth  century 
Germany  'the  philosophy  of  Hegel  seemed  to  offer  a  solution; 
that  is,  the  complete  submergence  of  the  individual  in  the  state, 
which  guaranteed  protection  to  every  citizen  in  return  for  abso¬ 
lute  loyalty  to  the  State  as  the  highest  imaginable  entity.  More 
recently  the  reaction  against  the  failures  of  democracy,  follow¬ 
ing  the  Versailles  Treaty,  prepared  the  way  for  still  more 
authoritarian  systems,  in  Russia,  Italy,  and  Hitlerized  Germany. 
The  ever  present  dilemma  of  democracy  was  not  solved;  it  was 
simply  voided  by  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  elements.  Where 
authority  and  liberty  conflicted  the  latter  was  purged  at  short 
shrift. 

Europe's  Turmoil  a  Warning 

The  results  in  Europe  have  been  appalling.  Within  the 
authoritarian  states  individual  initiative  has  been  eliminated, 
freedom  of  thought  and  expression  annihilated,  and  blind 
animal  obedience  substituted  for  personal  self-reliance.  In  return 
for  this  surrender  of  independence  the  individual  has  been 
promised  security.  But  the  promise  can  by  no  means  be  ful¬ 
filled.  For  as  the  State  is  supreme  in  its  dealings  with  its  people, 
so  also  in  relations  with  other  states  the  Nazi,  Fascist,  or  Com¬ 
munist  can  admit  no  higher  international  law  or  moral  obliga¬ 
tion  to  control  its  action.  'The  German  Government  pledges 
itself  at  Munich  to  cease  all  aggression,  and  six  months  later 
launches  an  undeclared  war  that  ends  in  the  conquest  of 
Czechoslovakia.  It  signs  a  non-aggression  pact  with  Poland, 
and,  when  the  way  is  open  because  of  the  working  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  such  philosophy,  it  proceeds  to  the  most  blatant 
aggressive  action  of  modern  times.  Insecurity— modern  wars — • 
results  more  directly  from  broken  pledges  than  from  any 
economic  factors  that  can  be  identified.  It  is  from  such  bad 
faith  that  the  existing  chaotic  disaster  of  Europe  proceeds,  and 
for  this  reason  it  is  that  the  democratic  world  cries  for  redemp¬ 
tion  from  the  threat  of  authoritarian  regimes  everywhere. 

•We  Americans  can  never  accept  a  solution  of  this  problem 
that  is  based  upon  the  destruction  of  personal  liberty.  Our 
nation  is  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  there  is  a  workable 
compromise  to  be  found  between  freedom  and  authority.  But 
we  must  contribute  to  our  solution  something  more  than  moral 
determination.  If  we  are  active  to  pursue  the  implications  of 
that  dedication,  we  must  faithfully  remember  that  the  freedom 
of  a  people  depends  upon  their  intelligence,  their  self-reliance, 
their  sense  of  group  responsibility.  Freedom  is  achieved  only  at 
a  price.  It  is  worth  nothing  unless  we  have  acquired  by  intelli¬ 
gent  effort  the  power  to  use  it  objectively.  “A  man  may  enjoy 
all  the  social  and  political  liberty  in  the  world,”  wrote  President 
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Hadley,  ‘'and  yet  be  hopelessly  bound  as  a  slave  to  prejudice 
and  to  passion.”  He  must  be  self-reliant,  not  looking  to  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  provide  the  individual  with  the  means  of  life  and 
of  happiness;  there  can  be  no  true  freedom  in  a  community 
where  a  man  expects  something  for  nothing.  Finally,  freedom 
depends  upon  a  sense  of  social  responsibility  with  recognition 
of  the  liberties,  rights,  and  the  needs  of  others,  for  without  such 
sense  it  degenerates  into  anarchy,  which  is  the  worst  of  despot¬ 
isms.  Intelligence,  self-discipline,  self-sacrifice,  such  were  the 
qualities  that  enabled  our  forefathers  to  earn  their  freedom.  God 
grant  us  power  to  follow  in  their  footsteps. 

Mr.  MARSH:  I  want  to  thank  both  speakers  for  the 
very  interesting  remarks,  which  I  am  sure  pleased  all  of  you. 

We  will  now  sing  the  first  and  last  verses  of  the  hymn 
“America,”  after  which  Father  Blake  of  St.  Thomas  Church 
will  offer  the  benediction. 

Rev.  William  J.  Blake  gives  Benediction 

FATHER  Blake:  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  Amen. 

May  the  blessing  of  God,  and  God,  the  Son,  and  God,  the 
Holy  Ghost,  descend  upon  our  people  and  its  glorious  institu¬ 
tions,  and  may  that  blessing  always  remain  with  us  to  protect 
us  from  the  power  of  darkness;  to  protect  for  us  that  great 
heritage  that  was  left  for  us  by  our  forefathers  in  1776. 

May  that  blessing  also  inspire  the  heads  of  our  country 
to  listen  to  the  words  of  wisdom  that  fell  from  Washington's 
lips  nearly  one  hundred  and  sixty  years  ago,  to  guard  against 
foreign  entanglements  of  all  kinds,  and  thus  inspire  our  govern¬ 
ment  not  under  any  consideration  to  send  our  boys  across  the 
seas  to  fight  for  causes  of  foreign  nations. 

This  prayer  I  am  sure  will  find  an  echo  in  every  American 
heart  tonight.  This  is  the  blessing  that  I  wish  for  our  country 
tonight  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Amen. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


Three  Centuries  of  Town  Planning 

in  Fairfield 

In  1936,  the  year  following  Connecticut’s  Tercentenary 
celebration,  Mr.  Oliver  Gould  Jennings,  president  of  the  Fair- 
field  Historical  Society,  conceived  the  idea  of  separating  from 
the  land  and  probate  records  of  Fairfield,  all  facts  pertinent  to 
the  property  ownership  of  the  early  settlements  as  laid  out  by 
Roger  Ludlow,  town  founder. 

The  work,  financed  by  Mr.  Jennings,  was  commenced 
under  direction  of  Andrew  Sherwood  Huntington,  who  exe¬ 
cuted  explanatory  maps,  here  reproduced.  These  show  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  land  at  various,  stated  periods.  Each  tract  is  mapped 
to  show  first  owners  on  record,  owners  at  time  of  the  burning 
of  the  town  by  the  British  in  1779,  and  owners  at  time  maps 
were  made.  In  some  cases  additional  maps  show  areas  at  time 
of  large  municipal  land  divisions,  called  “devedents"  in  the  old 
records.  Title  searching  of  land,  covering  a  period  of  300  years 
in  some  cases,  was  done  by  Miss  Edith  Hoyt  Allen. 

The  Four  Squares,  the  original  town  center  laid  out  by 
Ludlow  and  little  changed  in  actual  boundary  during  three 
centuries,  comprised  the  first  area  searched  and  mapped.  Title 
searches  and  other  pertinent  facts  were  compiled  in  typed  manu¬ 
script  form  by  Miss  Allen.  The  volume,  bound  and  fully  in¬ 
dexed,  was  placed  at  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society.  In  this 
volume,  the  system  of  calling  the  Four  Squares  after  members 
of  the  original  band  of  settlers,  first  used  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Schenck 
in  her  "History  of  Fairfield,"  has  been  retained. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Jennings  in  1937,  the  work  was 
continued  by  his  sister,  Miss  Annie  Burr  Jennings,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  him  as  president  of  the  Fairfield  Historical  Society.  Fol¬ 
lowing  completion  of  the  work  on  the  Four  Squares,  the  project 
was  broadened  to  include  surrounding  areas. 

This  material  was  incorporated  in  a  second  volume.  The 
title  searching,  done  by  Miss  Allen,  carries  the  ownership  of  the 
land  from  the  time  when  it  was  first  set  out  to  individuals  up 
to  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  whereas  ownership  in  the  Four 
Squares  had  been  traced  from  the  earliest  on  record  to  the  pres¬ 
ent. 

The  Four  Squares  and  much  of  the  outlying  territory  has 
been  mapped  by  Mr.  Huntington.  Eventually,  all  that  has  been 
searched  will  be  so  mapped.  Such  maps  as  are  completed  are 
here  printed  for  the  first  time,  through  courtesy  of  the  Fairfield 
Historical  Society,  to  which  organization  they  belong. 
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BLOCK  NO.  1— 

"Ludlow  Square" 

Block  No.  1  is  called  Ludlow  Square  in  honor  of  the  town 
founder  whose  home  lot  was  Parcel  A.  Parcel  B.  early  passed 
into  the  Burr  family.  When  Capt.  Nathaniel  Burr,  Revolution¬ 
ary  owner,  died  in  1  786,  he  divided  house  and  barn  neatly  in 
half,  one  section  being  left  to  each  of  his  sons!  Parcel  C.  was  first 
set  out  to  Thomas  Newton,  one  of  the  five  men  who  accompan¬ 
ied  Ludlow  to  Uncowa.  In  1648,  he  was  an  original  settler  of 
Greens  Farms,  and  later  died  in  Long  Island,  the  land  being 
purchased  by  Andrew  Ward.  Part  of  Parcel  D.  was  eventually 
purchased  by  Judge  Roger  Minott  Sherman.  The  house  which 
lie  built  there  in  1808  was  bequeathed  to  the  First  Church  in 
Fairfield,  and  is  now  the  Sherman  Parsonage.  At  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  Moses  Jennings  had  a  blacksmith  shop  on  part 
of  Parcel  E.  The  shop  was  burned  by  the  British  in  1779,  and 
Jennings  claimed  20  pounds  damage.  Next  largest  lot  to  Lud¬ 
low’s  was  that  laid  out  to  Thoma  ?  Staples  (Parcel  F.)  who 
also  had  accompanied  Ludlow  to  Uncowa. 
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“Newton  Square" 

Block  No.  2  is  named  in  honor  of  Thomas  Newton,  orig¬ 
inal  settler,  although  his  house  apparently  stood  across  the  way, 
in  Ludlow  Square.  Parcel  A.  was  early  granted  to  William 
Hill,  town  Recorder.  Parcels  B.  and  C.  were  originally  town 
grants  to  William  Bateman  and  George  Squire,  both  of  whom 
apparently  came  from  Concord  with  the  Rev.  John  Jones,  first 
minister,  in  1644.  Mrs.  Sarah  Hill,  mentioned  as  owner  of 
Parcel  D.  in  grant  of  Parcel  E.  to  Thomas  Jones,  was  widow 
of  Thomas  Hill,  Sr.,  father  of  the  Recorder.  Parcel  F.  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  estate  of  Thomas  Bulkley  when  it  was  probated 
in  1649,  and  much  of  it  remained  Bulkley  land  through  the 
Revolution.  Thereon  were  built  two  of  the  four  houses,  still 
standing,  which  were  saved  when  the  British  burned  the  town. 
Two  more  stand  on  Parcel  G.,  first  known  as  the  Parsonage 
Lot,  which  was  deeded  in  173  5  to  the  Rev.  Noah  Hobart, 
fourth  minister  of  the  First  Church.  Parcel  H.,  first  noted  as 
property  of  Alexander  Briant,  real  estate  operator  of  Milford, 
may  previously  have  been  part  of  the  Newton  grant.  Richard 
Perry,  first  of  the  name  in  Fairfield,  and  Edmund  Harvey,  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  first  schoolmaster,  were  granted  Parcels  I.  1  and  I.  2. 

55 


: 


BurV-  5quar«  ,  BlocK  tM°  3 


I 

I 

I 

f 

i 


| 


56 


Country  SLood 


57 


58 


O w njtr fc  eta  cA 


BLOCK  NO.  3— 

“Burr  Square” 

This  block  is  called  Burr  Square  in  honor  of  Jehu  Burr, 
first  of  the  name  to  come  to  Fairfield.  The  northeast  corner 
was  early  set  aside  as  Meeting  House  Green,  as  well  as  the  adjoin¬ 
ing,  southeast  corner  of  Block  Four,  across  the  highway.  On 
the  plot  thus  formed  stood  first  church,  first  school,  town  house, 
county  courthouse,  whipping  post,  jail  and  pound,  all  but  the 
first  two  mentioned  buildings  being  on  the  Burr  Square  side  of 
the  highway.  On  this  side  of  the  Green,  until  about  1  870,  was 
a  body  of  water  known  as  Edwards'  Pond,  in  which  victims  of 
witchcraft  early  underwent  “trial  by  water.”  When  the  County 
Seat  was  removed  to  Bridgeport,  in  1833,  the  former  County 
Court  House  became  the  Town  House,  which  it  is  today,  and  St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  Church  was  built  on  site  and  foundations  of 
and  with  material  purchased  for  a  new  jail.  The  Academy  was 
built  on  part  of  the  Green  in  1804. 

Below  the  Green,  the  Rev.  John  Jones,  first  minister,  had 
his  home  lot,  and  beyond  it  was  the  Burying  Ground.  Later, 
Samuel  Penfield  built  his  Sun  Tavern  nearby,  where  Washing¬ 
ton  was  entertained.  Parcels  D.l  and  D.2  were  the  original 
Burr  homelots.  On  this  land  was  built  the  Burr  Mansion, 
where  Thaddeus  Burr  lived  at  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  where 
Dorothy  Quincy  was  married  to  John  Hancock,  President  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  in  1  775.  The  British  burned  the 
house,  and  Burr  later  erected  the  one  which  occupies  the  land 
today.  Early  in  the  present  century,  Penfield  Road  was  cut 
through  between  Parcels  E.  and  F.  Parcels  F.  1  and  F.2  were 
long  known  as  “Joseph’s  Lott,”  so  called  for  Joseph  Rowland, 
early  owner.  From  1723  until  1831,  this  was  Dimon  family 
land. 

On  part  of  Parcel  G.,  John  Whitear,  Junior,  Colonial 
clockmaker,  had  his  shop.  Later,  with  Parcels  H.  and  I.,  this 
became  part  of  the  Rowland  estate.  The  Fairfield  Marine  Ho¬ 
tel,  important  19th  century  summer  hostelry,  stood  on  Parcel  1 
during  the  mid  1800's.  Parcels  J.  and  K.  were  early  known 
as  the  “Calves  Pasture.” 

The  road  which  extends  along  the  heads  of  these  homelots 
was  first  known  simply  as  “the  street  which  runs  through  the 
centre  of  the  town.”  At  the  head  of  Parcel  J.  was  the  Old 
Field  Gate.  In  the  highway  proper,  at  the  head  of  Parcel  H., 
stood  the  second  edifice  of  the  Church  of  England,  erected  in 
1738  and  burned  in  1779. 
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BLOCK  NO.  4— 

“Frost  Square” 

William  Frost  who  arrived  here  in  1639,  shortly  after  the 
Ludlow  party,  is  honored  in  the  naming  of  this,  Frost  Square. 
The  First  Church  and  the  first  school  stood  at  the  southeast 
corner,  which  was  a  portion  of  the  Green.  A  tiny  section  there¬ 
of,  Parcel  A.,  was  granted  in  1676  to  Richard  Burgis,  black¬ 
smith.  Parcel  B.  was  the  William  Frost  homelot,  and  Parcel 
D.,  beyond  the  Francis  Purdy  homelot,  belonged  to  Frost's  son, 
Daniel.  At  the  rear  of  this  section  stands  the  house  occupied  by 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot  after  the  burning  of  the  town.  By 
1831,  Parcels  D.,  E.  and  F.  had  all  come  into  the  hands  of 
Charles  Bennet  who  had  there  his  home  and  shoemaker’s  shop. 
In  Parcel  G.  stood  the  home  of  Captain  Samuel  Smedley,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Brig  “Defense,”  during  the  Revolution.  The 
homes  of  Andrew  Rowland,  Probate  Judge  and  States  Attor¬ 
ney,  and  of  Dr.  Francis  Forgue,  Revolutionary  army  surgeon, 
also  occupied  portions  of  Parcel  G.  In  Parcel  H.,  in  the  1770's, 
lived  Henry  Marquand,  cabinet  maker  and  architect,  the  father 
of  Isaac  Marquand,  clockmaker.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Webb,  third 
minister  of  the  First  Church,  had  his  home  in  Parcel  1. 


61 


C. «  n  *€_r  !>♦•*■*.«♦ 


! 


i 

1 


62 


BLOCK  NO.  5 


The  majority  of  the  early  settlers  had  homelots  in  the 
Four  Squares  and  also  pasture  lots  in  the  outlying  sections. 
Soon  these  outlying  lands  commenced  to  be  taken  up  as  home- 
lots,  and  houses  were  erected  thereon.  The  north  corner  of 
Block  5  was  known  as  “the  none  such”  for  some  long  forgotten 
reason,  and  was  granted  by  the  town  in  1669  to  Dr.  Thomas 
Pell,  later  founder  of  Pelham.  This  was  sold  by  Pell’s  heirs 
to  Joshua  Jennings,  joiner  and  builder,  who  was  also  granted 
an  adjacent  section  for  “the  worke  about  the  meting  house.” 
Parcel.  C.  also  came  into  the  Jennings  family,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution  was  owned  by  Isaac  Jennings,  whose  house  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  fired  by  the  British  in  1779,  and  the 
first  to  be  rebuilt.  By  this  time,  Parcels  B.,  D.  and  E.  were  the 
property  of  John  Allen.  Some  he  acquired  by  purchase,  and 
some  by  inheritance  from  his  father,  Lieut.  Gideon  Allen. 
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The  greater  part  of  Block  6  remained  municipal  or  “com¬ 
mon"  land  until  1750,  when  a  large  land  division  or  “deve- 
dent"  took  place,  property  owners  elsewhere  in  the  town 
receiving  land  in  proportion  to  their  taxable  holdings.  However, 
some  portions  had  been  set  out  to  individuals  previous  to  1653. 
In  1670,  Parcel  A.  was  granted  to  Josiah  Harvey,  the  school¬ 
master,  and  here  he  built  a  stone  house.  An  adjacent  pond  bore 
his  name  until  it  was  drained,  about  1749,  by  David  Allen. 

Parcels  B.,  C.,  D.,  E.  and  F.,  fronting  on  what  is  now  the 
New  Post  Road,  were  early  grants.  Parcel  E.  belonged  to  Roger 
Ludlow,  and  a  portion  is  now  included  in  the  grounds  of  the 
High  School  which  was  named  in  his  honor.  Northwest  of  this 
strip  of  lots,  paralleling  them,  was  a  section  which  by  the  time 
of  the  Revolution  was  almost  entirely  owned  by  the  Jennings 
family.  The  west  end,  containing  a  1690  grant  to  Peter  Coley, 
was  owned  by  'the  heirs  of  Jeremiah  Jennings.  It  was  Jere¬ 
miah's  son,  Levi,  who  in  1814  quitclaimed  to  the  town  of 
Fairfield  the  land  on  which  the  Powder  House  stands,  for  its 
accommodation.  The  east  end  of  the  strip  belonged,  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  to  Moses  Jennings,  son  of  Isaac  who 
was  cousin  to  Jeremiah.  Both  Isaac  and  Moses  were  black¬ 
smiths  and  had  their  shop  in  their  homelot. 

The  central  portion  of  Block  6  was  set  out  to  Ephraim 
Burr  in  1750,  excepting  a  portion  which  was  already  his  home- 
lot,  and  which  had  been  granted  to  Henry  Casslc  and  Peter  Nor¬ 
ton  in  the  1  6 7 0 ’ s  (Parcels  4a  and  4b).  Ephraim  Burr’s  son, 
Peter,  was  in  residence  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 

The  northern  corner  of  Block  6,  a  tract  of  over  25  acres, 
was  set  out  to  John  Gould  in  the  distribution  of  1750,  and  by 
him  bequeathed  to  his  daughter,  Sarah,  who  married  David 
Allen. 


64 


»  I 

I  , 


I  I 
l  I 

I 


65 


n  .  TJl  .. 


J 


r 


66 


IT7<^. 

4-Vu.  Vown. 


67 


Vid«  rovjnal  V\\  1|  * 


68 


I 


£>lock  lo 

E,ar\te^t  Owners  on  TiecorU 

BLOCK  NO.  10- 

All  of  this  block  was  allotted  to  private  owners  before 
1675.  It  was  divided  into  a  series  of  strips  paralleling  the 
highway,  now  the  New  Post  Road.  At  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  first  of  these,  set  out  before  1673  to  John  Cable  Jr.,  a  small 
piece  (Parcel  A.)  was  later  granted  to  John  Whitear,  Senior, 
clock  maker  and  bell  founder.  Llis  “bell  house”  stood  in  the 
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"Bell  Lot"  across  the  road.  Prior  to  Whitear’s  time,  all  of 
Parcel  B.  had  become  property  of  the  incumbent  minister  of  the 
First  Church,  and  with  exception  of  his  piece,  remained  so  until 
1834.  Thomas  Basset  and  Richard  Vowles  were  each  original 
owners  of  half  the  next  strip  (Parcels  C.  and  D.)  which,  by 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  was  property  of  the  brothers  Heze- 
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kiah  and  Joseph  Sturges.  In  1784,  Peter  Maycock’s  original 
grant  (Parcel  E.)  also  became  property  of  Hezekiah,  while  Par¬ 
cel  F.,  originally  Vowles  land,  was  later  owned  by  Judge  Jona¬ 
than  Sturges,  cousin  of  the  other  two.  In  Parcel  G.,  first  set  out 
to  Nicholas  Knell,  stands  the  Jennings-Redfield  house  which 
was  saved  when  the  tow  n  was  burned. 
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With  exception  of  two  small  plots  on  the  southeastern 
side  (Parcels  “C”  and  “D”),  this  block  remained  common  land 
until  1750.  Parcel  A,  which  included  about  half  the  entire 
area,  was  laid  out  to  John  and  Esther  Hill  in  the  big  “devedent” 
of  1750.  In  Parcel  B.  stands  the  house  built  after  the 
Revolution  by  Samuel  Wakeman.  Parcel  C.  was  homestead  of 
James  Burr  by  1752,  he  having  acquired  the  original  grant  to 
Daniel  Mecar  or  Meeker  (Parcel  “C”)  by  purchase  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  by  "devedent”  from  the  town  fathers.  James  Burr 
was  a  cordwainer,  or  worker  in  cordovan  leather — in  other 
words,  a  shoemaker.  Parcels  D.  and  E.  were  granted  in  the 
“devedent”  year  to  the  widow  and  children  of  Joseph  Bulklcy. 


Block  / j?. 


i  i 

t  i 
I  V 


t 


I 


1 


I  i 
I  I 

I  ) 


Common 


q-Towri  t* 

l  A.  acre. 

I  Pic.  2^  i(»Do 


<C3 

n  rrnjnt  u 


/ 

/ 

/  / 
/  / 

/  / 

/  / 

/  / 

/  ' 

/  / 

/  ' 

/  * 


A 


/  / 
/ 

/ 

v  / 

ELarliest  Owners  of  Record 


Scale  1  loch  »  ZOO  fee t 


73 


1 A 


APPENDIX  B 


KNOWN  SETTLERS  BEFORE  1700 


Edward  Adams  1650 
Francis  Andrews 
John  Applegate  1663 
John  Banks  1649 
John  Barlow  1650 
Thomas  Barlow  1650 
Thomas  Barnum  (sold  1  678) 

John  Bartrain  1692 
Thomas  Bassett  165  3 
Joseph  Bastard  (Deputy  1691) 
William  Bateman  1644 
Thomas  Baxter  165  7 
Thomas  Beardsley  by  1656 
Thomas  Bedient  bef.  16  80 
Anthony  Beers  1670 
James  Beers  bef.  1670 
William  Benfield 
James  Bennet  1644 
Robert  Bispham  (alias  Bisbom)  by 
1685 

Robert  Bloomer  by  1666 
Richard  Bouton  by  1665 
Francis  Bradley  1660 
T  homas  Bulkley  1 644 
Jehu  Burr  1645 
John  Cable  1644 
Henry  Castle  1678 
John  Chapman  1647 
Robert  Churchill  1694 
Peter  Clapham  1660 
....  Close  bef.  1653 
Michael  Clugston  by  1694 
Samuel  Cobbitt  (Deacon) 

Peter  Coley  by  1690 
Simon  Couch  by  1  663-4 
Elijah  Crane  bef.  1697 
William  Cross  bef.  165  5 
John  Darling 
John  Davis  1679 
Albert  Dcnnie  by  1686 
Thomas  Dickenson  165  6 
Thomas  Diinon  bef.  165  8 


Thomas  Disbrow  bef.  1  6  88-9 
John  Downs  1699 
Samuel  Drake  1650 
John  Eggledcn  (alias  John 
Iggleden)  165  2 
James  Everts  1  655-6 
Jonathan  Fanton  1688 
Daniel  Finch  1649 
John  Fossecar  165  6 
John  Foster  bef.  1671-2 
Samuel  French  bef.  1694 
William  Frost  bef.  1644-5 
Philip  Galpin  165  7 
Obadiah  Gilbert  by  1662 
Christopher  Godfrey  bef.  169  8 
George  Godwin  by  1651 
Nathan  Gold  bef.  165  6 
Henry  Gray  by  1643 
John  Green  1649 
John  Grumman  1  653-4 
Luke  Guire  bef.  1 699 
Francis  Flail  1654 
Edmund  Harvey  1647 
Stephen  Hedges  165  3 
Hendrick  Hendrickson  1  655-6 
John  Herdman  by  1665 
Humphrey  Hide  1649 
Thomas  Hill  bef.  1686 
William  Hill  bef.  1649 
Simon  Hoyt  1  649  (but  soon  to 
Stamford) 

Richard  Hubbell  by  1664 
George  Hull  164  7 
Thomas  Hurlburt  2nd  bef.  1697 
Henry  Jackson  1  648-9 
Joseph  James  bef.  1678 
Rev.  Thomas  James  bef.  165  3 
Joshua  Jennings  1650 
Edward  Jessup  (moved  by  1649) 
1639 

Peter  Johnson  (Dutch)  1650 
Rev.  John  Jones  1644 
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Roger  Knapp  bef.  1653 
Alexander  Knowles  by  1654 
Edward  Lacy  by  1694-5 
Richard  Lattin  1649 
Robert  LocHwood  165  7 
Robert  Lord  bef.  1698 
Roger  Ludlow  1639 
Richard  Lyon  by  1679 
Dougal  MacKenzie  by  1696 
Robert  Meeker  by  167- 
Joseph  Middlebrook  1644 
Thomas  Morehouse  by  1653 
John  Nash 

Thomas  Newton  1645 
William  Odell  1660 
Richard  Ogden  by  1687 
Nchcmiah  Olmstcad  by  1657 
Richard  Osborn  165  2 
John  Palmer  1669 
Joseph  Patchen  165  2 
Richard  Perry  1649 
Philip  Pinkney  1650 
Philip  Price  bef.  1694-5 
Francis  Purdy  by  1645 
William  Read  bef.  1673 
James  Redficld  by  1693 
Robert  Risden  abt.  1663 
Samuel  Robinson  1  670-1 
Henry  Rowland  bef.  1650 
Robert  Runisey  1  669-70 
Ezekiel  Sanford  1  673-4 
Nathaniel  Seeley  by  165  7 
Thomas  Shervington  1650 

Andrew 


Thomas  Sherwood  1648 
Daniel  Silliman  1661 
Thomas  Skidmore  by  1667 
Samuel  Smedley  1690 
Giles  Smith  1651 
William  Sprague  1680 
George  Squire  1644 
Thomas  Staples  1639 
George  Stuckey  1645 
John  Sturgcs  by  1674 
Charles  Taintor  abt.  164  3 
John  Thompson  1660-1 
John  Tompkins  1644 
Samuel  Treadwell  abt.  1661 
Samuel  Trowbridge  by  1697 
Michael  Try  abt.  164  6 
Benjamin  Turney  1644 
Richard  Vowles  1661 
Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman  1673 
Joseph  Waller  bef.  1672 
Andrew  Ward  1647 
Rev.  Joseph  Webb  1692 
Richard  Wcstcott  1645 
Ephraim  Wheeler  1  644 
Thomas  Wheeler  1644 
Henry  Whelpley  bef.  1662 
Richard  Whidden  bef.  1686 
John  Whitlock  bef.  1697 
Thomas  Williams  1676 
Anthony  Wilson  by  1646 
Edward  Wilson  by  1684 
John  Wilson  bef.  1670 
Samuel  Wilson  by  1679 
Winton  1684 


APPENDIX  C 


Town  Clerks  of  Fairfield 


l)Jame 

William  Hill  first 

T  evm 

served  until  1684 

Years 

Nathan  Gold  chosen  1684 

was  Town  Clerk  &  Deputy  Gov. 

4  4 

4  4 

1706 

22 

with  Peter  Burr  for  assistant 

1706 

to 

1724 

18 

Eben  Wakeman 

1724 

1726 

2 

Thadeus  Burr 

1726 

1755 

29 

David  Burr 

1755 

1759 

4 

Nathan  Bulklcy 

1759 

1791 

32 

David  Judson 

1791 

1  794 

3 

Samuel  Rowland 

1794 

1813 

19 

Justin  Hobart,  sen. 

1813 

1814 

1 

Samuel  Rowland 

1814 

1837 

23 

Samuel  A.  Nichols 

1837 

1863 

26 

Moses  G.  Betts 

1863 

1867 

4 

Rufus  Turney 

1867 

1870 

3 

A.  W.  Sanford 

1870 

1872 

9 

Daniel  Moloney 

1872 

1873 

1 

Joseph  H.  Sturges 

1873 

1874 

1 

Daniel  Moloney 

1  874 

1  890 

1  6 

Francis  Pike 

1890 

1894 

4 

Elmore  Banks 

1894 

1895 

1 

Arthur  M.  Oakley 

1896 

1897 

1 

George  H.  Knapp 

1897 

1904 

7 

Joseph  I.  Flint 

1904 

1923 

19 

Clara  M.  Flint 

1923 

1931 

8 

Alice  Smith 

Samuel  Glover 

1931 

1932 

1932 

1 
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